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Lesson Calendar 


1. July 7.—Beginning the Christian 
Lille. 000s 00 0d600 6000600 cn0¥es John 1: 35-51; Acts 16 : 13-34 
July 14.—Reading God’s Word.Acts 8 : 26-39; Psa. 19 : 7-11 
July 21.—Praying to God..Luke 11 : 1-13; Psa. 145 : 18, 19 
July 28.—Obeying God 
Matt. 4 » 18-22; John, 14 : 22-24; Jas. 1 : 22-27 


een 


5. August 4.—Growing Stronger..Luke 2 : 42+52; 2 Pet. 1: 5-8 
6. August 11.—Helping Others...Luke 10 : 25-37; Gal. 6: 1-10 
j. August 18.—Working in the 


ds krosess sinthouer Acts 2: 41-47; 4: 32-35; 6: 2-4 
. August 25.—Speaking for Christ 
Luke 12: 8-12; Acts 1: 1-8 
9. September r.—Christian Giving....Luke 6 : 30-38; 21 : 1-4 
September 8.—Conquering Evil 
1 Kings 21 : 1-29; Eph. 5 : 6-21 


we 
Dying, or Trying 
By Emma Roe Shannon 


HOULD Nature, knowing always best, 
Whisper a worm to spin its nest 
And take its. pregnant winter rest, 
The worm would never make reply, 


oo 
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«I cannot be content to die ¢ 


Till I have somehow learned to fly.’’ 


Yet when the Spirit breathes on me, 

“ With Christ hang dead on Calvary 

God’s greatest miracle to see.” 

Forgot the worm and butterfly ; 

““O God,” I pray, ‘just let me try, 
Through strain or stress, to reach the sky.” 
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** Experimenting !” 

It is not always dangerous to experituent. 
Especially. when: the experiment is based on sound 
experience and tested facts. So it seemed very 
strange to read in the newspapers, the other day, that 
when the Senate Committee on Agriculture was con- 
sidering a proposed bone-dry rider in the food-pro- 
duction bill, the Chairman of the United States Ship- 
ping Board urged that this bone-dry rider be defeated, 
on the ground that it is no time to “experiment with 
the nation’s destiny.” Yet any one who has followed 
the actions of the United States during the past year 
anda half would say that there have been more bold, 
unprecedented experiments adopted than in the 
almost century and a half of the nation’s: life pre- 
céding. Food dictatorship is an experiment,—a very 
stccessful one. Universal military draft is an ex- 
periment, and successful. The Governnient’s control 
of the railroads is an experiment, necessitated by con- 
ditions.-- These, and other extreme measufes, are be- 
ing entered into as the only wise solution of critical 
national problems in this world war. But, says some 
one, these are not experiments; ‘they have’ béen tried 


over and over again by other nations, or in less de- 


gree by our own nation; and they have been found 
worth while and successful. That is so; and prize- 
fighters, and ball players, and athletes both pro- 
fessional and non-professionai, have before now 
dared to-go to the extreme of bone-dry prohibition of 
liquor in their own case,~when they wanted to win. 
To talk about prohibition as an experiment at this 
late date, when there is greater need than ever be- 
fore in ‘the nation’s”history to capitalize its man- 
power to the utmost, does not sound like good sense. 
The hazardous experiment consists in holding on to 
liquor when everything demands that we let it go. 
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’ Gas Masks 


_More has been learned about war in the last five 
years than in the preceding five thousand. And, 
though the public has not perhaps realized it, poison 

s seems to be the greatest factor now in war. 

rofessor Yandell Henderson, of the Yale Medical 
School, who is in charge of the Physiological Division 
of the Army and Navy War Gas Investigations and 
Chairman of the Medical Research Board of the 
Aviation Section of the Signal Corps, with other 
scientific men has been devoting himself to the study 
of this factor in modern warfare, and he recently 
said before the New York Yale Club that “The su- 
preme element in this [1918] drive is not the German 
soldier or the German Kaiser or German autocracy— 
but gas,—new ways of using gas and new methods of 
gas attack.” Since the invention of gunpowder, Pro- 
fessor Henderson says, “the introduction of gas has 
been the most.important contribution to the offensive 
side of warfare. I don’t think it will ever be given 
up. It is too effective. ... In some places on the 
west front from .thirty to fifty percent of all the 
shells that are used are gas.” Then he goes on to 
point out the struggle between the gas mask and 
gas; “the task before us is to produce a mask in 
which the man can charge at full speed, work his 
gun, and carry on his ordinary activities. When we 
succeed in making such a mask, our troops can 
charge right through any gas cloud and get the 
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enemy.” Children may need to wear these masks, too, 
like the child pictured in Mrs. Norton’s article on page 
399. All of which is a striking reminder of our spirit- 
ual warfage. Our — uses “fiery darts,” not 
even as tangible or visible as poison gas, and far 
more deadly. But our needed and absolutely safe 
a mask” has been discovered and perfected. 

earing it, we can, without hindrance, work our 
guns, carry out all our ordinary activities, and charge 
through any gas cloud and get the noeye—er we 
have this invulnerable mask in the shield of faith, 
wherewith we shall be able to bean _all the fiery 
darts of the evil one. Such “faith” means our doing 
nothing to protect ourselves, but resting quietly in 
the fact that Christ is doing it all, and that we, lit- 
erally hid within him, are wholly safe. 
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Nothing for Satan 


Leaving nothimg in the life for Satan to use is a 
great secret of victory. In most Christian lives there 
are too many protruding handles on which the Enemy 
can get a good grip. At the closing “Say-So” meeting 
at the Victorious Life Conference at Whittier, Cal., 
reported on this page, a big man rose and said: “I was 
greatly helped by that illustration one of the speakers 
gave showing the advantage of trusting instead of 
trying. He held up the angers of one hand and 
spelled ‘t, r, y.. That leaves two fingers free for 
Satan to use,” said the speaker, “and the better way is 
to spell ‘t, r, u, s, t,’ which uses up all the fingers. But 
I was asking a friend at the Conference here, ‘What 
about the five fingers of my other hand?’ My friend 
held up his fingers and spelled, ‘y, i, e, 1, d.’ So now 
I have the fingers of both hands used up. I am 
yielding and trusting, and leaving nothing for Satan 
to use.” In these two short. words of five letters each 
is summed up the whole secret of the life that defeats 
Satan. Are you struggling, and holding on to some 
of self? Don’t struggle: yield. Are you trying, 
with the help of God, to get victory over sin? Don’t 
try: trust. 


.New Victories in California 


Life Conference the first week of June in 
Whittier, California, I received a letter from 
a friend who had been one of the workers in the lit- 
tle Conference held at Oxford, Pennsylvania, in 1913. 
This gathering at Oxford was the beginning of the 
Victorious Life Conference held since’ 1914 in 
Princeton, New Jersey. My friend was recalling 
those early days at Oxford, and suggested that this 
first conference at Whittier would also be a rather 
small gathering, but prayed that it might be filled with 
the same power. There were about seventy-five dele- 
tes from out of town attending the conference at 
xford. “ What was the surprise of the friends in the 
East to learn that before the close of the conference 
at Whittier fifteen hundred had enrolled, and hun- 
dreds more had attended some of the meetings with- 
out registering their names. On the matter of mere 
numbers that were diréctly touched by the meeting, 
not to speak of the thousands upon thousands indi- 
rectly reached, the first Victorious Life Conference 
on the Pacific coast went beyond the expectations and 
rebuked the faith of’ most of the intercessors. 

Day after day the beautiful campus of the Friends’ 
College at Whittier, which hospitably opened its 
doors to house the conference, was dotted with the 
automobiles that had traveled thirty, sixty, and a, hun- 
dred miles from all the surrounding country, Whit- 
tier is about fourteen miles from Los Angeles, and 
the, eléctric cars and buses from <the- city brought 
their quota. Most of the visitors arrived ‘for the 


Ate days after the opening of the Victorious 





A page in The Sunday School Times of May 4, 1918, was 
entitled “Taking the Victorious Life Across the Contitient,’’ and 
announced three Victorious Life Conferences this summiet, under 
the same management: One at Whittier, California, June 1 to 
9; One at Princeton, New Jersey, July 20 to 28; one at Cedar 
Lake, Indiana, August 24 to September 1. A glimpse of the 
first. of this triple link of meetings is given here by Robert C. 
McQuilkin, formerly Associate Editor of The Sunday School 
Times. Will readers remember in intercession the Conference 
at Princeton, commencing July 20? 


nine o’clock meeting in the morning, when informal 
heart to heart messages on the Victorious Life were 
given, and remained for the day, attending the mis- 
sion study groups at ten o’clock, Dr. Griffith Thomas’ 
Bible hour at eleven, a platform meeting soon after 
dinner addressed each day by different speakers, and 
the two evening meetings, out-door vespers at seven 
and the closing platform at eight. The little college 
chapel seated about four hundred and fifty, and for 
most of the meetings through the week it was com- 
fortably filled, the attendance averaging between three 
hundred and four hundred. On Friday evening when 
Dr. Griffith Thomas gave a message on the Second 
Coming it was necessary to move into the large audi- 
torium of the Whittier Friends’ Church, where the 
meetings on the closing Sunday were also held. Per- 
haps about a hundred of the delegates lived in the 
dormitories and had their meals in the college dining- 
room. Many brought their lunches or patronized the 
excellent restaurants in the town, 

The remarkable unity of the conference seemed 
entirely unaffected by the shifting crowd from day 
to day. Over the entrance of the main college build- 
ing was stretched a sign with these words in large 
letters: “Ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” The num- 
ber attending the conference was not less a surprise 
to some of the leaders than was the beautiful realiza- 
tion of this oneness in Christ and this unity of the 
Spirit throughout. the meetings. - For in Southern 
California many sad seeds of dissension have been 
sown among the Lord’s own people, not to speak of 
the bewildering array of Satan’s religious cults for 
which the Pacific coast is famed. 

There were many shades of doctrine and opinion 
among the Christians who-shared the conference, but 
there was one note in all the messages, and in the 
prayers and testimonies throughout the conference, 
which gathered to itself the varying notes among the 
true believers. It was not a doctrine held up at the 
conference that brought about this blessed unity, but 
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a Person. The Victorious Life, was presented as the 
Life that is Christ. The conference motto hung over 
the platform in the chapel gave the keynote: “To me 
to live is Christ.” A young pastor gave his grateful 
testimony that for a number of years he had been 
preaching a particular theory on the life of holiness, 
but was puzzled many times to adjust his experience 
to his theory, and keep that personal experience just 
where it ought to be. During the conference Christ 
had been revealed to him as the secret of victory in 
a way that cleared up the problems of his experience 
and revealed some of the dangers of his theory. This 
young pastor went back with the conviction that he 
had a new message not only for his own congregation 
but for the brother pastors in his own denomination 
who may be in danger of that same bondage to a 
“theory” of holiness. 

Another surprise to those who were not expecting 
God to answer prayer so abundantly was the number 
of ministers included among the delegates. The list 
of delegates is not at hand, but there must_have been 
well over a. hundred pastors at one or nfore of the 
meetings. One delegate counted on one day twenty- 
three brother-ministers of his own denomination with 
whom he was personally acquainted. Reports came 
from here and there in the surrounding country that 
these pastors were giving their people the conference 
messages and telling them of the blessing to their own 
lives. 

But the ministers were not the only missionaries 
that went out from the Conference with a new mess- 
age. There was a young married woman who in her 
girlhood days had looked forward to missionar 
work, and she indeed found it. in her home in Salt 
Lake City, Utah. Surrounded by the awful pressure 
of the heathenism of: that Mormon city, as well as by 
the deadly inertia of the Christians, this worker had 
come to the conference with a hungry heart and 
with an eager desire to get the refreshment that she 
might pass on to her fellow-Christians. She got more 
than her note-book filled, for the message went home 
with new power and clearness to her heart on the first 
day of the conference. 

At the close of one of the meetings a young woman 
asked an interview with one of the leaders. A few 
moments’ conversation revealed that though a con- 
secrated Christian worker, she did not know the 
secret of complete victory in her own life. For one 
thing she could not understand how any Christian 
could be kept free from worry and anxiety under all 
circumstances. “Now, just suppose;” she said, “that_if 
you or I received word now that one of our babies 
was taken seriously ill, You just could not help be- 
ing anxious.” 

“But it is possible to have the experience that the 
Psalmist spoke of, ‘He shall not be afraid of evil 
tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord.’” 

They talked together of the simple secret of com- 
plete surrender and receiving by faith the fact of His 
all-sufficiency, and the Christian mother took God at 
his word and thanked Him for the victory. The 
next morning at the close of one of the meetings she 
came with the word that she was unexpectedly called 
away from the conference. Her youngest child, a lit- 
tle girl of just eighteen months, had been taken sud- 
déenly ill and two physicians had been in consultation 
over the case. Her husband was trying to reach 
her the night before at the very hour she was speak- 
ing of this test of victory. 

The impressive experience of the young mother was 
brought before the conference, at the next morfing’s 
meeting, and there was united prayer for the little 
girl’s recovery. (The plan was followed each day 
of remembering special requests unitedly in prayer. 
Each day the boys in the training camps and in 
Europe were thus remembered, particularly the sons 
of the scores of parents present at the conference.) 
The following day this word came from the mother: 
“We never can make a mistake to leave everything in 
His hands. He gave me perfect peace, when I heard 
my baby was so sick—and He brought me home to a 
perfectly well child, She seemed to have every 
symptom of scarlet fever only the night before, when 
you and I were talking together, and praying. How 
wonderfully He works. He tested me through the 
very thing suggested by myself, proving Himself the 
‘Wonderful Saviour.’ I had accepted in cold faith 
the Victory. He brought it to a heart test. Praise 
His name! I know you prayed as you said you 
would. God answered.” 

One of the ministers who came for a personal in- 
terview had been blessedly used in home missionary 
work, but was grieved at heart because the experi- 
ence of joy and peace and power that he once pos- 
sessed had gone from him and for over ten years he 
had been hungry for the lost blessing. He spoke of 
just what it was that he longed for in his life. 

“Do you believe that God wants to give you that 
experience ?” he was asked. 

"Yes, I do.” 

“Let us ask Him to do it.” 

The two men knelt and asked the God of.-all grace 
to give his servant the fulness of the Spirit, with 
a!l that this meant. 

The pastor prayed very definitely for the blessing. 
\ “Do you believe God heard that prayer?” 





Are You Having Victory To-day? 


His grace is sufficient ; and this is just 
as eternally so at one time as another. 





“Yes, He surely did.” 

“Is it according to His will that you should re- 
ceive the blessing you have asked for?” 

The pastor agreed that there was no doubt of this. 

“Well, God’s Word says, ‘If we ask anything ac- 
cording to his will, he heareth us: and if we know 
that he heareth us whatsoever we ask, we know that 
we have the petitions which we have asked of him.” 

The minister did this very thing, and accepted by 
faith the answer to his prayer because God’s Word 
clearly told him it was answered. The two men had 
not been together more than ten minutes, and as the 
minister looked up after his prayer and thanksgiving, 
he just laughed, laughed at the simplicity of it all, a 
very earnest laugh at his own folly of going hungry 
ten years just because he kept on praying and asking 
God and never taking that which God had granted. 

These are but a few of the hundreds whom the 
Spirit of God touched. At the Say-So meeting on 
the closing Sunday afternoon one hundred and sixty- 
five others gave their happy testimony tg what the 
Lord Jesus had done for them through Bre confer- 
ence. There were between three and four hundred 
at this meeting, only a fraction of those who had 
been blessed in the conference. The hundred and 
sixty-five who testified included twenty or more who 
came to a decision to surrender and accept victory 
during that very meeting. There were no long testi- 
monies, and sometimes into one sentence was packed 
a whole life story. Several had never testified before, 
and stood and spoke only by His enabling grace. 

The out-door vespers each day also offered an 
opportunity for the redeemed of the Lord to “say so.” 
A memorable vesper meeting was that in which a 


(Continued on page 4o}) 
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Choosing the “Round-Table”’ Illustrations 


For some time I have been impressed that in your 
acceptance of illustrations for “The Illustration Round- 
Table” you have been showing some partiality .to.at 
least two persons. This impression is strengthened by 
the quality of illustrations accepted. 

If another has the superior illustration, I rejoice to 
see the acceptance fall to him. 

In a recent issue I note that you award the prize to 
W. J. Hart on the identical illustration I sent you on 
March 13, 1918, and it had been gleaned from the same 
source.—An Ontario Contributor. 


From three hundred to a thousand illustrations are 
sent to The Sunday School Times on each week’s les- 
son by interested and helpful contributors to the 
Illustration Round-Table. Out of this tremendous 
number. and variety must be selected the half dozen 
or less that are published each week. In other words, 


of say one thousand illustrations, only six-tenths of 


one percent can be used, and 99 4-10 percent of all 
that are received must go unused. It is not an easy 
task that the readers of The Sunday School Times 
give the Editor each week; but he is abundantly 
grateful to them for this interesting task, and for the 
enthusiastic and remarkable way in which they have 
made this department their own. 

The sole purpose and desire of the Editor in mak- 
ing the final selections of Round-Table material is to 
give the readers those six illustrations that seem best 
adapted to genuine helpfulness in illuminating im- 
portant truths of the lesson text in a way easily un- 
derstood by a large variety of readers. The Editor’s 
judgment on this is. very fallible. But he knows of 
no human being whose judgment would be infallible! 
Whatever decisions are made, and by whomsoever 
they are made, other equally or more capable persons 
will always differ with the decisions made. Mean- 
time the poor Editor must keep on doing the best he 
can. And to judge from the enthusiastic comments 
received from readers on how they use the I}lustration 
Round-Table, evidently a good many péople are be- 
ing helped by the material that is published. 

No favoritism is shown to any contributor to the 
Illustration Round-Table. The contributors who get 
the most material published are discriminated against, 
other things being equal! Now please. do not let this 
discourage any one. from sending lots of material! 
What is meant is simply this: If a contributor to the 
Round-Table has sent so much good material that his 
illustrations are necessarily being published oftener 
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than others’, and if a time comes when two illustra- 
tions, equally good, are under consideration,—one 
sent by the contributor who gets in often, the other 
by a person who seldom gets in,—the choice is made 
against the one who gets in often, and in favor of 
the one who gets in seldom. Remember, that choice 
is made only when other things are equal: between 
two illustrations that seem to be equally goad, but 
between which a choice must be made. his prin- 
ciple of decision is obviously the fair one. 

There are certain contributors to this department 
who send an amazing number of illustrations every 
week. One of the two whose names readers see in 
print constantly, for example, sends from thirty to 
fifty illustrations, practically every week. And he 
prepares his “copy” with the utmost care,-scrupu- 
lously following every instruction given in the Times’ 
printed circular of instructions for furnishing mate- 


rial. He gives the title of the incident, the Scripture - 


quotation, the reference, the source, the author’s 
name and address, so accurately that it is a delight 
to read and use his copy. But it is published only 
when it wins a place on its own merits, That is the 
only way that any incident ever passes the editorial 
censorship and secures publication. 

Each week’s material is considered solely with 
reference to that one week. This means that in a 
week when an abundance of. unusually good material 
has been submitted by readers, a very good illustra- 
tion may fail to be chosen because of the still 
stronger character of other material submitted that 
week, And a few weeks later or earlier that same 
illustration, necessarily ‘declined at the time men- 
tioned, will be accepted and published because at 
this time the other material submitted does not 
force it out by superior merit, or because it applies 
more directly to this lesson. So readers should not 
be surprised if an illustration they have sent for a 
certain week, which failed of acceptance, appears 
later from another writer, and even wins the prize. 
It is the week-by-week conditions that determine this, 
nothing else. Of course, once in a great while an 
illustration of exceptional beauty or effectiveness 
which cannot be used in a certain week may be held 
over for some other lesson. But this does not occur 
more than two or three times a year. 

The Editor is glad of this opportunity of, thanking 
the readers for their extraordinary interest. and help- 
fulness in making the Illustration Round-Table a suc- 
cess. His word to them is this: 


. Be sure to use the circular of explanation and 
instructions, together with the Lesson Calendar, 
which will be sent upon request for a three-cent 
stamp. 

Read carefully the instructions printed at the 
head of each week’s instalment of the Round-Tableé 
in The Sunday School Times, especially noting the 
items there given in bold-face type. 

Be scrupulously careful in your preparation of 
copy, and in carrying out every instruction given. 

Don’t be held back by the fact that some may 
send a great many more candidates than you can; 
a single incident, from a writer who has never 
contributed before, may easily be accepted or win 
the prize. 

And remember that The Sunday School Times 
would always rather publish material from an un- 
known contributor than from a well-known one; 
the well-known writer is already secured, while it 
is the discovery of. a new writer who can furnish 
acceptable copy that rejoices an editor’s*heart. 


a” 
If the Jews had: Recognized Jesus? 


In a study of John 3 at our prayer-meeting last night 
these questions were brought up and not entirely 
settled: Did Jesus ever himself baptize his disciples? 
And what would have been the outcome if the Jews as a 
people had recognized Jesus as their Messiah?—An Iowa 
Reader. 


The first question is answered in John 4:2, “Jesus 
himself baptized not, but his disciples.” 

The second question is answered in Acts 3:19, 20, 
“Repent ye therefore, and turn again, that your sins 
may be blotted out, so that there may come seasons 
of refreshing from the presence of the Lord; and 
that he may send the Christ: . . . whom the heaven 
must receive until the times of restoration of all 
things.” 

Peter here tells the Jewish nation that “the promise 
to national repentance is. national deliverance,” even 
after the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus. 
When Jesus: began his ministry he preached “the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt..4:17). It was 
rejected in a moral sense by the places chosen for 
testing the Jewish nation, Chorazin, Bethsaida, Caper- 
naum, etc. (Matt. 11: 20-27), and Jesus then begins to 
preach a different message to individuals, “Come unto 
me, all ye that labor.” 

The official national rejection came with the choice 
of Barabbas, the coronation with thorns, and the cruci- 
fixion (Matt. 27: 15-56). 

y if the Jews had accepted Christ at any of these 
times the “outcome” would have been national deliv- 
erance. 
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When Service Adjourned to the Wine-Cellar ! 


As the chaplain cried ‘‘ L’alarme!"’ A visit to an 
orphanage likewise noted in Mrs. Norton’s diary 


: By Edith Fox Norton 





O CIVILIANS—practically none—visit Calais 

these days, and a stray civilian appearing on the 

streets is a real object of curiosity. Idiers 
and peasants stop to stare at us as we pass by. The 
three detectives at the station greet us cordially, and 
at the near-by hotel we are hailed as old friends. It 
is certainly interesting to be nearing the Front again 
after two years’ absence. 

What touches us most, however, is the presence at 
the station of two of our old Belgian soldier friends 
who have been notified of our coming, and with them 
three of the splendid Protestant chaplains with whom 
we have been in correspondence. One of these pas- 
tors, Karel Blommaert, has had his residence at Dun- 
kirk, and with him has remained, with singular and 
fearless devotion, his young wife. A few weeks ago 
a child was born to them, and the same day the house 
in which she lay was bombed by enemy aeroplanes. 
She never recovered from the shock, and a week 
later, very sweetly and triumphantly, departed to be 
with her Lord. There is a tremor in his voice, and 
tears are in his eyes, as he clasps our hands. 

Then, too, at the station to meet us is.the army’s 
representative, Commandant L——, with the military 
car to convey us to the Front. He gives us speedily 
to understand that we are the honored guests of the 
Beigian Government. We are not to be permitted to 
pay our hotel bills, and every facility the army affords 
is to be at our disposal. A little uncomfortable we 
feel, and very unworthy of all the honors and privi- 
leges shown us, and we find it takes as great grace 
to bear these as to bear “evil report” and opposition. 


Every Soldier Knows the “Ligue” 


The Protestant chaplains are delightful men, and 
are grateful and appreciative of the work of the Ligue 
Des Saintes Ecritures—the League of the Holy Scrip- 
tures which our “trench apostles” organized in the 
Belgian Army. They tell us that they. have yet to 
meet a man at the front who has not heard of the 


“Ligue,” and of us, the Belgian soldiers’ friends. We 


find ourselves wishing earnestly that we might share 
our privileges over here with the friends on the other 
side whose gifts and prayers have made this beautiful 
work possible. 

We have one night to pass at Calais. Together 
with: the chaplain in charge and our soldier friends 
we repair to the Foyer—the little room in which the 
Christian soldiers meet for recreation and worship. 
As we enter, every soldier springs to his feet. They 
are our own boys, with whom we have long had corre- 
spondence, and they welcome us with shining faces— 
and tears near the surface. Our framed photograph 
confronts us on the mantelpiece, and places of honor 
are provided us at the head of the table. The best 
cups are given us when the coffee is served, and as we 
look about the circle of happy faces the dingy little 
room becomes transformed into a place of heavenly 
spaces, and He himself is very near. 

Then the chaplain arises to welcome us. He chooses 
the story of the Good Samaritan, and its application 
is to stricken Belgium, and the American friends 
going with the balm of the precious Word to apply 
to her grievous wounds. The immediate application 
is to us as representing these American friends. We 
are both touched too deeply for words when he closes 
his remarks with a beautiful tribute to the work ac- 
complished among the soldiers. 

Praying, as I always must, that my slender stock of 
French may suffice to make an adequate response, I 
am just ready to reply when—Bang, bang, bang, bang, 
—eight shots! and every one is on his 
feet. “L’alarme,’ the chaplain cries, and 
before I know what is happening I am 
out of the little room in the Foyer and 
hustled up the street faster than I ever 
ran before in all my life, between two 
of the tallest and most stalwart Belgian 
soldiers. When we reach the shelter— 
a wine cellar beneath a tall brick build- 
sy apie are all very much out of breath. 

t must have been a ten minutes’ run 
to the nearest shelter. There are many 
excavated caves for shelters, but these 
are only shrapnel proof, not bomb proof. 
This was a German air raid, and the 
bombs dropped from these aeroplanes 
sometimes [line deleted by the censor]. 
So the wine cellars of these French 
cities are most useful. 

This particular cellar was under a 
building certainly five stories high. We 
tore through a dark hallway, and then 
down the winding “twisty” stairway. 

The cellar was in sections, little rooms 
with vaulted ceilings all of stone, damp 





Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, of the British and 
Allied Soldiers’ Evangelistic Campaign, are now 
in this country preparing for their winter work. 
They hope to surpass last year’s gifts of 31,820 
Christmas boxes, and of 101,647 Scriptures and 
254,775 religious pamphlets and tracts distributed. 
Gifts for their work should be sent to C. G. 
Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday School Times, 
1031 Walnut Strect, Philadelphia, and Treasurer 
_ of their fund < 








and chill, and with no light whatsoever save that 
which came from the candles held by some of the 
groping refugees. 

Here were gathered rich and poor. The most pov- 
erty-stricken peasant in Calais sat on the same bench 
with the aristocracy. Great shadows were flung on 
the stone walls from the candles, and an occasional 
flash from an electric light which some refugee would 


Suppose your child, like this one with Mrs. Norton, 
had to keep a gas mask constantly at hand ! 


turn on to guide his steps through the narrow pas- 
sages. 

We could not distinguish faces clearly, but I recall 
observing one poor woman, a-tremble as the guns 
boomed outside, crouching in a niche in the stone wall, 
which she fancied the safest place in the cellar. No 
one seemed to be in command, either inside or out, 
but as these raids are of almost nightly occurrence 
everything was orderly and without panic. Word 
came through occasionally as to the progress outside. 


The German planes bomb Dunkirk and Calais on 
their way to England, and then as they come back 
over Calais they drop more. bombs if they have any 
left. Hundreds of the inhabitants of Calais take their 
bedding and go out into the country every night to 
sleep. Dunkirk town has displayed pon | courage 
several times that it has been decorated. 

We have to wait a fairly long time before the “all 
clear” signal is given, so we gather together in one 
corner those of us who have come from the Foyer, 
and there we continue our little meeting so violently 
interrupted. After an hour or more the signal is 
given that the raid is over, and we sally forth be- 
neath the beautiful and brilliant starlight. — 

The next morning we are off for the Front. We 
are glad to be motored again through the familiar 
country we have come to love. Flat and monotonous 
it would seem to some, but it is the free section of 
Belgium, this tiny strip, and we love it. We love, too, 
the little Flemish children who play along the road- 
side, quite unconcerned with the booming of the guns 
in the distance. 

Arriving at the little seaside village, we take up 
“palatial” quarters in the hotel nearest to the firing 
line. The next three days are busy ones. Each 
morning our military escort arrives with the big gray 
car, and we are whirled away. We spend hours visit- 
ing the different base hospitals, sometimes near the 
lines at Ypres, and other times with the din of the 
bombardment in the Nieuport sector in our ears. We 
visit villages almost wholly destroyed, where a popu- 
lation of 8,000 has shrunk to a meager 200. 


As Soldiers’ Orphans Sing the Marseillaise 

Even in these deserted villages we pause to see the 
children playing in the cobbled street, clattering mer- 
rily over the stones with their wooden shoes. It is 
hard to refrain from giving every one a passing hug. 
Best of all, we pass a half day with the little orphans 
at the Jardin Marie José, the little school founded by 
Queen Elizabeth of Belgium for orphans and children 
from the shell-swept area of the war zone. 

Two years ago we had our first glimpse of these 
wee children, and they crept into our hearts at 
once. Only the smallest children are here, from 
babies up to six or eight years of age, and there are 
550 of them in these little green huts so close to the 
firing line. The kindly matron shows us through 
the little schoolrooms and sleeping quarters, and we 
pass through one long room where the tiny ones are 
having their mid-day meal—a hash of potatoes and 
vegetables. 

The little ones are delighted to see us, and voices 
are raised in a vociferous “Bonjour.” In the school- 
room we are greeted with applause, and we must 
pause long enough to hear the children sing. Lustily 
they sing the “Marseillaise,” their own “Brabonconne,” 
and “God Save the King.” Then I seat myself at the 
little organ and give them the “Star Spangled Ban- 
ner,” which is greeted with much applause and at the 
same time with much open amusement. I suppose 
the words and music sound very odd to their unaccus- 
tomed little ears. 

As we pass through the kitchen I seize apon a pack- 
age of Quaker Oats to figure in the photographs we 
are about to take outside. How well J recall the day, 
two years ago, when first I visited the school and saw 
the need of these children and learned that the estab- 
lishment was supported by voluntary subscriptions. 
Being told how the children loved their Quaker Oats 
porridge, I sat right down and wrote a long letter to 

the Christian president of the Quaker 
Oats Company, our friend Mr. Henry P. 





You are helping to keep the sunshine in these Belgian orphans’ eyes. Between 
the army conductor’ and the matron, Mr. Norton holds “Jerome.” 





Crowell. It was not long before his re- 
ply came. “Tell the Queen of the Bel- 
gians we will keep her orphanage sup- 
plied with Quaker Oats,” he said. 

We must have our photos taken with 
the children, one of them holding to his 
breast the package of cereal given by 
their generous American friend, and I 
holding in my arms a tiny Jérome whose 
arms close tightly about my neck. After- 
wards we take a photo of a wee boy 
wearing his gas mask, for even these 
tiny children have their masks hung at 
the foot of their cribs for instant use. 
“How they cry, the little ones, when 
they must put them on,” the matron tells 
me, “and all the time under our feet the 
ground is reverberating from the din of 
the cannon on the lines so close by; but 
the children pay no heed to the thunder.” 

We have left behind in London a large 
box of clothing for this same orphanage 
sent to them by little Carls and Susies 
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and johns in Chicago. It is the wonderful mission- 
ary-spirited Sunday-school of the Moody Church that 
has made this donation, and many children have given 
out of their own dire poverty to these little ones still 
more poverty-stricken and needy. 

We have also several hundreds of dollars in our 
possession which have been given by American friends 
for this school. The matron has a’ suggestion to 
make as we tell her of the gifts. “Wait until the 
Queen returns from the south of France,” she says, 
“and then return and personally present her with 
these gifts. It will give Her Majesty so much joy.” 


Thursday, February 21st. 


Peter has just arrived ftom his post, and we are all 
very happy. His visit is a real answer to prayer, for 
where he was at the Front it is impossible to leave 
for even a day’s permission, but there was a reason 
why we felt it might be God’s will for him to see us 
here. So we had an interview with his General, to 
whom we had a letter of introduction, and the per- 
mission for him to come was graciously accorded. 

The courtesy of these military leaders, occupied with 
great concerns of war, and yet so uniformly thoughtful 
and considerate of us civilians, is worthy of the best 
days of chivalry. The Minister of War, for example, 
sent for us the first of this week, and granted us a 
twenty-minute interview. He spoke feelingly of what 
we were doing for his: soldiers, and assured us of his 
co-operation in our further endeavors. As another 
example of official courtesy, I may relate that in our 
visit to interesting points near the Front the official 
photographer and press reporter from headquarters 
accompanied us, and the story of our visit is to be 
published in the Kg or Army Journal.” 

But now Peter is here. We had a special reason 
for wishing to see him at this time. Some weeks ago 
we first heard in a letter from him of that which had 
befallen his home in Antwerp. A little later came 
confirmation of this terrible news. During an aero- 
plane bombardment his home, quite near to the rail- 
way station, was destroyed, and his parents, as he 
had heard, were killed. Of his young wife he had 
heard nothing, and the ‘possibility of her also having 


been killed is almost too tragic to speak about. No 
word has come to him from any of his loved ones, and 
he is forced to believe that in very truth they must 
have perished. These are times to test the souls of all 
men, and our dear Peter is in the crucible. But the 
Christ in whom he has believed is providing sufficiency 
of grace, and Peter’s faith. is not wavering. The 
letter which we received from him, in which he told 
us the news, revealed his fidelity and courage. - 

“I got another letter from the a people con- 
firming the news I have already had about my home. 
I must close now. Don’t worry about me. am in 
the palm of His hand, i of peace (‘with sorrow 
surging round’), and so happy to be His humble ser- 
vant and your dear son.” 

[Lonpon, June 7.—Since this entry in the Diary 
was written, we have received a wonderful letter 
from Peter. After passing through eight months of 
as severe a test as any one could be put to, he sent us 
the good news that his father and mother and wife 
are all well! Of course he is filled with praise 
and joy.] 

Shortly after Peter’s arrival came John and Arthur 
from another sector. Pierre also arrived and Adolph 
Van N——, the story of whose conversion I ‘related 
at the beginning of this series. One incident of his 
conversion I had not known until now. He came first 
of all to the Foyer, where he found Christ, through a 
card of invitation which I had given one day to a 
Belgian soldier I encountered in Regent Street. This 
boy was lodging at the same place as Adolph. He 
came once to the Foyer, but it did not suit him. “But 
I was always fond of investigating something new,” 
Adolph confided to us. So'he borrowed the card, and 
came himself next day, and was captured by the Lord. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, one or both, will speak at these 
Bible Conferences on the dates mentioned this summer.: 
2 s Mere, Pa., July 14; Bible School Park,, Binghamton, 
N. Y., July 10 to 19; Victorious Life Conference, Princeton, 
N.J., July 20 to 28; Montrose, Pa., July 29 to 31; Mountain 
Lake Park, Md., Aug. 2to4; Grove City, Pa., Aug. 4and5; 
Old Orchard, Maine, Aug. 6 and 7; Lewisburg, W. Va., 
Aug. 7 and 8; Linwood, Linwood, N. C., Aug. 13 and 14; 
New Wilmington, Pa., Aug. 14 and 15; Lake Orion, Mich., 
Aug. 17 and 18; Winona Lake, Ind., Aug. 20 to 23; Cedar 
Lake, Ind., Aug. 24 to Sept. 1. 
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Those ‘Heathen’ 


After broken-down Hugh Somers had been retired 


> at Goshen Gore 
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By Willametta Preston 
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like you say Hugh Somers is. What if he has 

been sick? He can get well again, can’t he? 
Hain’t he got some feelins?” Abe Kestor brought 
his fist down with a resounding whack upon the 
hard counter where a half dozen men were sitting. 

“Whatever he’ll do, up here at the Gore, is beyent 
me,” quavered Simeon Lee from the one chair by the 
window. They had come together, these farmers of 
Goshen Gore, to discuss the astounding news. “He 
was so eager about preachin’, the one time he was up 
here to see his uncle.” 

“Mayhap it’s a good thing he’s coming up to the 
Gore where there ain’t no churches—seein’ as how 
he can’t preach re 

“Who said he couldn’t preach, Ike Drown? They 
can’t take back his eddication nor his ordination, can 
they, if they do retire him?” Hezekiah Statum got 
up from his, seat and faced his neighbors with the 
indignant query; “I’ve knowed Hugh Somers sence he 
was knee-high to a grasshopper. We used to live 
over to Bentham where he was raised. If you think 
you can keep him from doing what he calls the Lord’s 
work by retiring him, why—why—you’re mistaken, 
that ’s all.” 

“But he’s coming up to the Gore,” persisted Ike. 

“Mayhap the Lord has some work for him up here. 
We ain’t exactly saints,” quavered Simeon with a 
chuckle, 

“Guess he won’t winter here,” growled Amos 
Sweat. “It’s the fur side of nowhere with the edge 
knocked off. Why under the canopy Milt and Wicky 
couldn’t have let Saltus have the Gore is more’n I 
can understand—but here we be—Goshen Gore to the 
end of the chapter.” 

“How much of a fam’ly has the parson?” asked 
Abe Kestor, bringing them back to the question of a 
fitting welcome. 

“Jest one gal—Jine—as purty as a picter,” replied 
Timothy Crane, who had gone to the city to acquaint 
the Rev. Ilugh Somers with the fact that his uncle’s 
death had left him the little place at Goshen Gore. 

“They'll be at Wickham to-morrow on the four. 
I told them it was the nearest. Now’s the chance 
for some of ye to offer to meet ’em. I hain’t but 
a one-seater—and likely they’ll have traps of some 
sort.” The others gradually drew these facts from 
Timothy, 

“I’m going. It won't be the fust time he’s ridden 
arter my farm horses. A friend is the one to meet 
him fust. He mayn’t remember me—but he’ll feel the 


“ik A SIN to retire a man in the prime of life, 





friendliness, Then eack of ye—as ye see him, make 
him feel ye’re glad to have him—and—not a word of 
pity, mind ye.” 

True to his promise, Hezekiah Statum drove into 
Wickham to meet the afternoon train. But two 
passengers alighted; a tall, pale man in clerical black, 
and a girl about the age of his Elisabeth. 

“Hugh Somers.” There was no mistaking the wel- 
come in his voice or his outstretched hand. “Guess 
you don’t remember me? I’m Hezekiah Statum. I 
used to farm next to your granddad, over in Bentham. 
I wouldn’t let nobody else come down to welcome ye 
and bring ye home.” 

“Oh, father—and we thought everybody’d be 
strange, up here,” smiled June. “Here are our bags. 
Could we take cut the smaller trunk?” 

“Sure.” Hezekiah proceeded to strap it on the 
back of the farm wagon. Then he stowed the bags 
beneath the seats, and helped June into the back seat. 
“I’m going to have Hugh ride with me. Ever been 
to the Gore?” — 

“Once, before I left college,” replied the minister, 
half sadly. “It seemed out of the world, a fitting 
place for me—now. You know, do you not—that I’ve 
been retired?” 

“What if ye hev? Tain’t for always, I'll warrant. 
It'll jest leave ye carefree to get back yer strength. 
Whoa there!” He reined in his horses before the 
largest store of Wickham, where a girl of June’s age 
was waiting for them, _ 

“My darter Elisabeth. That’s why I put ye on the 
back seat, June. Now ye can get acquainted—we’ve 
a five-mile drive before us.” 

The two girls were friends from the moment they 
looked each other in the eye. Elisabeth was eager 
to tell the stranger all the landmarks of the country 
through which they were passing. 

“That’s Camel’s Hump up to the north,” Elisabeth 
explained. There’s Mausilauko to.the south”—as 
they turned down a crossroad. “Now we can see the 
first house in the Gore.” 

“Why do they call it the Gore?” 

“Why, it was left out when the other towns laid 
out their boundaries. It’s shaped like a gore, three- 
cornered, long and narrow. Now. you can see all 
we've got for a village. That’s Jake Carson’s store, 
the schoolhouse, and your home. is the next but one, 
and we live a little farther on.” 

There were perhaps a dozen houses straggling along 
a singlé country road. An ordinary sight; but, glori- 


fied by the setting sun, it looked full of promise to 


une. 

“This is yer place, Hugh.” Hezekiah stopped the 
horses before an attractive story-and-a-half house 
that had once been white. There were sugar maples 
in front, with apple trees at either side, The front 
door stood invitingly open. 

“No, we won’t come in—to-night—” smiled Elisa- 
beth as her father piled trunk and bags on the front 
porch. “I'll be over in the morning.” 

The Rev. Hugh Somers watched the wagon as it 
turned into a farmyard farther up the road. Then 
his eyes sought the hills. Such a homecoming—and 
for such a reason! How could he ever bear it 

“I will look unto the hills. My help cometh from 
the Lord.” 

“Father, please come into the house, I smell sup- 
per.” June laid her hand upon his arm. “Father, 
those dear people must have supper all ready for us.” 
She drew him within the open door. 

The door was open from the front room, showing 
the dining table all laid for two, with dishes smoking 
hot. Some one must have gone out the back door as 
they drove in. They went on into the kitchen. There 
was a fire in the range, a wood fire. There was a 
thick custard pie all ready for dessert, Beyond, the 
pantry was well stocked with ‘things uncle might have 
left, but did not. . 

“I believe Iam rather hungry.” Mr. Somers forced 
himself to speak cheerfully for his daughter’s sake. 
“Will you return thanks, dear?” 


T WAS still early when they had finished. They 

must go upstairs. There was a study in the dormer 
window, over the front porch. Her father must have 
the room opening from it. She would take the one 
beyond. That would leave a large guest room. Wh 
—the beds were all made—there were flowers in eac 
room. Surely that was a home-coming. 

When they came down-stairs they found Abe Kes- 
tor‘and Timothy Crane waiting for them. 

However bright the evening had been, morning 
brought stern reality back to the minister. 

“I’m*retired, June. Just as I felt I could do my 
best work for the Master. I’m retired—because, the 
church needs fresh life. All my study, all my ex- 
perience, count for naught.” 

“Have you forgotten the sermon about the eagle’s 
nest? You said that the Lord shook up our’ nests, 
as the eagle did, to show us how to mount up with 
wings as eagles, and that sometimes we had to have 
our nests stirred up to bring us fresh lessons, fresh 
privileges of service. Father, what if God sent: you 
up. here to do a little very special work for him? 
Elisabeth said nobody ever goes to church up here in 
Goshen Gore. They live like heathen,—but they are 
not,—so no one sends them a missionary.” 

“Child—child—I can’t do anything again; think 
how I’ve been set aside.” There was heartbreak in 
his voice. His head dropped upon the table. June 
could not say more. 

A rap at the back door was a welcome interrup- 
tion. June found Elisabeth there. 

“Father wants the minister to go with him to see 
a sick woman up on the hill. She wants some one 
to pray with her, she says. She hasn’t seen a min- 
ister for years, she says. She has been counting the 
hours until your father could get there. Will he go?” 

Of course Mr. Somers could not refuse an appeal 
like that, He was ready when Hezekiah Statum 
drove up. The girls watched them out of sight. Then 
Elisabeth looked about the cheery kitchen. 

“We must gét these dishes out of the way in short 
order. I'll help, Folks will be coming. soon... I didn’t 
tell you last night, June, but we are going to give 
you a house-warming to-day, a real country welcome. 
t was part of the plan to get your father out of the 
way until they all got here, but it is true that Mrs. 
Carr is almost dying and was counting the hours.” 

By the time Mr. Soaaes returned long tables were 
spread beneath the maples, and the neighbors had 
assembled. During the dinner hour one and another 
spoke of the lack of town privileges at the Gore. 
They rarely went to either of the adjoining towns 
save to meet the train, or for extra shopping, or for a 
Fourth or some “Christmas coings.” The boys and 
girls “get all their larnin’” at the district school, ten 
weeks in the late fall, ten in the early spring. “Some 
of the older boys are restless to get out and see life.” 


HE welcome of that first day was not allowed to 
flag. Day after day, singly or in groups, they came 
to the “parsonage,” as they called the little new home 
of the Somers, Sometimes it was to ask a question, 
more often it was to take the minister off for a 
drive, or to work with him in the garden for an hour. 
Slowly but surely health and courage wereereturning. 
“Why can’t you talk to us for a bit—now you are 
getting stronger?” asked Hezekiah Statum as they 
were returning from another—the last—visit to: the 
old woman on the hillside. “We don’t bother to drive 
to town to church, but we'd all come to hear you. 
We could use the schoolhouse.” 

“But I’m not a minister any longer. I’m retired.” 
All the old grief and longing for active service surged 
into his voice. 

“They can’t take away your ordination, You're as 
much of a minister as ever. And it’s you or no one 
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 4 (Luke 2: 42-52; 2 Pet. 1: 5-8) 


up here in Goshen Gore. I was afraid you'd balk, 
so we sent word all over the Gore that you’d speak 
to us to-morrow morning at eleven.” 

There was no alternative. Mr. Somers felt that 
the matter had been taken out of his hands,—was it 
by the Lord? He would be glad, no one knew how 
g to give again a message from the Father. He 
selected one he had given to his city church, just be- 
fore his illness,—the words seemed to meet his own 
need, the words of the Father to Joshua, “Only be 
thou strong and very courageous, for I am. with thee.” 
God’s presence and kelp at all times, in all places. 
How different from any sermon they had ever heard. 

They came to him in a body at its close. 

“Say, parson, we want ye should preach reg’lar. 
We've been livin’ like heathen. We want you.” Abe 
-Kestor, as usual, was spokesman. 

“You forget I’ve been retired.” 

“Retired nothin’. It was jest to give us a chance 
to hear the Gospel o’ love.” 

“Guess the Lord retired ye from the city so we 
could hev ye,” quavered Simeon Lee, “It seemed 
mighty good to hear the old words ringing out agin, 
like ye believed em. We hain’t much to pay a par- 
son, but I'll give the use of old Jenny, an’ her hay, 
grain, an’ shoes so long’s ye'll stay. How goes it, 
parson?” 

“I'll give my best Jersey an’ hér feed.” 

“T’'ll give a dozen hens, their feed and build a pen.” 

“T'll give ye a Pig.” 

“T’'ll give ye all the wheat flour ye can use.” 

“T’ll give ye a barrel of stirred ae oe sugar.” 

“I'll keep ye in beef, mutton, an’ lard.” 

“I'll pay yer grocery bill, I told Jake to charge it 
to me.” 

“We women folks will give ye ten dollars a month 


of our butter and egg money. It ain’t much—but we - 


need you so. Won’t you stay and be our pastor?” 


AT could Hugh Somers, retired minister, 

hungry for service, do but accept their offer? 

He looked into June’s radiant face, and held out both 

hands. He could not speak. He had never felt so 
honored. 

They made out a schedule of hours and services. 
They would have Sunday-school and one preaching 
service. They would have a mid-week meeting. The 
— would organize a Ladies’ Aid and have monthly 
socials. 

Mr. Somers began a systematic visitation of the 
homes ofthe Gore. He was surprised beyond meas- 
ure to find children who had never attended a church 
service. There was a family, on another hill, into 
whose-home a minister had never been, in the thirty 
years of its existence as a home. Surely he was 
needed here in Goshen Gore. Could June be right, 
and was this a bit of special service that needed a 
picked workman? He liked to think it might be. He 
gave it the best he could give. 

With the coming of longer evenings, June had a 
proposition. 

“I wish you’d have classes for us girls. There’s a 
dozen that have learned all they can at the district 
school. They are so eager to go on with their 
studies—and so am I. I could get my degree if I 
could have you to teach me.” 

Why hadn’t he thought of it himself, when he was 
almost rebelling that her college course must be 
given up, A dozen girls joined these classes. They 
would have to study “like sixty” to catch up with 
June, but the prospect pleased them. ‘ 

No sooner were the classes fairly started than 
some of the young men of the Gore came with a 
similar request. They wanted to get out from the 
narrow round of farm life—they wanted to know 
about the world. They were so ignorant of the en- 
tire world. No daily paper came their way. As a 
Gore, they were shut off from any participation in 
state affairs. It might save taxes—but did it pay to 
remain a Gore? 

Mr. Somers began with them an outline of the 
world story, from Adam down to te present time, 
the rise and fall of nations, with the reasons there- 
for. The possible causes and probable outcome of 
the present war, 

The parsonage was not large enough for all these 
classes. With the closing of school June gathered 
the younger children for other lessons than the three 
R’s. So the schoolhouse was opened and kept warm 
all day’ and evening, every day of the week. Twice 
a week all gathered there and the ladies served 
aaepet prayer-meeting night and singing school 
night. 

With the coming of the springtime, the people of 
the Gore had another proposition to make their be- 
loved pastor. 

“We want a church here. We can have twenty 
members to start with—if you'll stay as our pastor. 
We'll build a church this summer.” 

“But I can’t—I’ve been retired.” 

“Stuff and nonsense. It’s you or no one. If you 
stay we'll build a church, free from debt. The day we 
dedicate it we'll have twenty-five members ready to 
join. If you-won’t. stay—we'll go. on as .we are.” 

Again Mr. Somers. looked:at June: -Again her face 


was radiant with joy. He would stay, of course-he - 


would, under such conditions! 
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By early fall the new church was ready for dedi- 
cation, It was not a large building, but it had rooms 
for the Sunday-school and a kitchen for the ladies. 

Up from the city, for the dedication, came leaders 
of the council that had retired Hugh Somers. He 
would have it so. Upon their decision must rest his 
future actions, It should be for them-to say if he 
might stay on as the pastor. 

But Hugh Somers had forgotten that others had 
influence as well as members of council. Down to 
the city went a delegation from the Gore, Abe Kes- 
tor, Hezekiah Statum, Simeon Lee, and two of the 
young men. They met the august council and stated 
their reasons for asking them to reinstate Hugh 
Somers, telling of his work at Goshen Gore. 

— Hezekiah Statum met the four P. M. train 
at Wickham with his two-seated wagon. Again he 
drove strangers out to Goshen Gore. He was well 
pleased with the word they brought from the council. 

Sunday was a full day at the Gore. First, they had 
Sunday-school and preaching in the schoolhouse, as 
they had had it for sixteen months. Hugh Somers 

ve’the sermon, from the same text as his first one, 
by request. Then came the dedication of the new 
church. building. 

Then, as the first service in the new church, came 
the baptism of fifteen, and the formation of a new 
church of thirty members. Next— 

Hugh Somers could hardly believe his ears as he 
was called forward, reinstated as an honored mem- 
ber of the council, and installed as pastor of this 
new church at Goshen Gore. 
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For an hour after these services were concluded 
there were such handshakings, such greetings of 
guests and pastor as left no doubt in the minds of 
those in authority as to the wisdom of their decision. 

They would stay, these former co-workers of Hugh 
Somers, as his guests until the morrow. There were 
to be no evening services, so they were sitting about 
the cheery w fire talking of the past, the present, 
and the future. Mr. Somers was happier than he had 
ever hoped to be. June was radiant with joy that her 
father had come into his own.. Then—in at the front 
door came all the young men of Me, Somers’ week- 
night class. 

“We want to tell you to-day, Mr. Somers, that 
we've decided to be—to be—the kind of citizens you 
want us to be—to stand for the right——” 

“Why not come right out, fair and square, Tom,” 
exclaimed another young man. “We didn’t know you 
had company, else we might have waited. It ¢m- 
barrassed Tom. But it can’t do any harm to tell 
you that we met an hour ago—and every last one 

ve. himself to Christ, to do the kind of work 

hrist wants done here in the world.” 

“It was your very first sermon—you didn’t know 
we was in a bunch outside the window listening. 
‘Only be strong and very courageous,’ you said, and 
you lived it—and you said a lot more things.” 

“We'll all come into the church just as soon as you 
think we’re fit,” added the most hopeless one of the 
class, “We're ready to do anything the Master 
wants.” How lovingly the word was spoken. 
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If the New Cigarette Menace Continues ! 





Little White Imps—and Our Nation 


HE American Tobacco Leaf says we are using 

100,000,000 cigarettes a day in this country! Three 
thousand miles, if laid end to end, in an unbroken 
line. One for every man, woman, and child in tkis 
country, every day. The year 1918 is a notable one, 
indeed, and marks the highest achievement in the his- 
tory of the tobacco trust. Never has it made ‘so 
many friends; never has it enrolled so many new 
followers in a given period of time. 

Fifteen hundred new boys, every day enrolling in 
the cigarette army! It estimated that fifteen hun- 
dred more of adult age join their little brothers in 
the ranks. Our consumption in 1917 showed, over the 
year preceding, a gain of more than 7,000,000,000; but 
the year ending June 30, 1918, promises to show an 
increase of almost 10,000,000,000 cigarettes—as many 
as we used altogether only seven years ago. The 
consumption for one year will total almost if not 
quite 40,000,000,000 cigarettes. 

If this situation continues for fifty, or even twenty, 
years more, what will be the situation in our country? 

The tobacco trust found that the war cut off almost 
its entire export trade; it was con.pelled to find a 
market at home, or see its profits lessen. Its divi- 
dends last year were only $14,000,000! And the 
profits must be maintained at any cost. 

An advertising campaign involving the outlay of 
millions of dollars was entered into; space was 
bought in every publication that was for sale; the 
alluring advertisements come into every home; sym- 
pathy with the boy in the training camp and trench, 
in his loneliness and monotony, was aroused by ap- 
peals for something to relieve that situation; the 
cigarette was hit upon as the only relief, and thou- 
sands of good men and good women were prevailed 
upon to give their support to a cigarette propaganda 
that under any other circumstances would have found 
them bitterly opposed. In some places even the 
school children were appealed to to contribute to the 
“tobacco fund,” and in not a few places the church 
lifted no warning voice. 

To-day the cigarette has a place in the nation’s life, 
in the first trenches if you please, that it has never 
had before. Not only not condemned, but even con- 
doned and upheld, it has a respectability that it has 
never before known. To disledge it from its forti- 
fied positions is going to be the work, not of a day 





Did your school have a good Rally Day last year? Did 
you succeed in having a “ banner day” in attendance and 
enthusiasm ? Was your program interesting? Did you 
get a start for your winter's work >? How did you do 
it? If you had a successful Rally Day, will you not 
write to the Editors of The Sunday School Times telling 
all about it? Or perhaps you have some unusual plan 
in mind for Rally Ser this year. The Editors will pay 
for all such plans, tried in the past or proposed for the 
future, that they can retain for use. Stamped return 
envelopes should be enclosed if the return of unused 


manuscripts is desired. 











or a month or a year; but of years, demanding the 
combined efforts of good people everywhere.—J/. H. 
Dickason, A. M., Associate Secretary of the National 
Dry Federation, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Cigarettes for the Camps? 


“ST WISH those foolish girls and women would quit 
sending me cigarettes. I am smoking too many!” 

An army chaplain told the students at Wheaton 
College, in my hearing, that many of the men in his 
camp make this statement. 

In Denver a lady told me she received a letter 
from a young man in “the trenches,” saying: “I never 
smoked cigarettes till I got here. They are forced 
on us. We need sweet stuff, we want chocolate, send 
us some.” A daily paper printed part of the letter, but 
not the request for “sweet stuff.” 

A young lady in Council Bluffs said to me: “I 
wanted to serid a box of chocolates to my brother 
‘over there,’ but they told me there was not room on 
the boats for that.” Yet the president of a great 
tobacco concern says: “One hundred carloads a 
month. of our tobacco is going to the boys in the 
trenches.” 

The tobdcco profiteers said last year: “Give the 
soldier cigarettes to quiet his nerves in the trenches.” 
Now they are using the newspapers to raise “a tobacco 
fund for the boys in the training camps.” I say that 
soldiers and sailors are athletes, and no coach or 
trainer will permit a man to use tobacco or liquor 
when training. Is this war of less importance than a 
game of sport? 

Since Christ saved me from a life of sin, on July 
10, 1899, at Pacific Garden Mission in Chicago, I have 
been fighting tobacco as well as other forms of sin. 
My printed lectures, “Destroying Men,” are meeting 
with favor. [To be had from the author for 25 
cents at Takoma Park, Washington, D. C.] 

My present effort is to keep the cigarette from the 
boys while they are yet in America. I am traveling 
and lecturing to bring this about. Dr. John R: Mott 
says: “The greatest danger zone in this war is not 
in the trenches, nor from high explosive shells, but is 
back in the training camps.” In the Good Health 
magazine of December, 1917, Dr. J. H. Kellogg, Su- 
perintendent of Battle Creek Sanitarium, writes: 
“Nicotine weakens the heart, lessens endurance, di- 
minishes breathing capacity, benumbs the sensibilities, 
impairs the eyesight, stupefies the brain, and depreci- 
ates every mental, physical, and vital power of the 
man. In the writer’s opinion it is at the present mo- 
ment the American soldier’s most deadly foe.” 

I have prepared a poster, showing on the front the 
harm of the cigarette and giving on the back a selec- 
tion of choice verses from the Psalms. The price of 
the poster is $1 a hundred, but I am giving them 
away as fast as money is provided to pay for 
printing. 

Queen Nicotine must be buried in the same grave 
with John Barleycorn. In my nine years in the fight 
I have not seen the people so willing to join our army. 
Remember the walls of Jericho.—James Joy Jeffreys, 
Takoma Park, Wcshington, D. C. 


or tro. 
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A Good Samaritan to the Waning Samaritan Race 


What President Warren and others told the Buffalo International Convention 
about Sunday-school world missions, noted by the Times’ Missionary Watch Tower 





Bibles may go back a hundred years or more, 
but the Bible is the family record of Abra- 
ham and his children—of a lineage which dates back 
ooo years! The Samaritan race, one branch of that 
amily, is a race that has given us a beautiful example 
of what it is really to love our ncighbor. I love to 
read in that family record the story of the woman at 
the well, which shows how Jesus broke through the 
caste spirit to show his loving interest i this people. 
“I am proud to be a President of the World’s Inter- 
national Sunday School Association, to preside over 
a wonderful convention like this, to be considered 
worthy to have my pertrait on the walls with these 
great Sunday-school leaders, but my greatest claim 
upon fame is tc be known as the friend of the Sa- 
maritans !” ; 

These were the opening. remarks of President Ed- 
ward K. Warren at the Sunday evening meeting {June 
23) in Elmwood Music Hall, at Buffalo, N. Y., of the 
International Sunday School Association Convention. 
The theme for that evening was “World-Wide Sun- 
day-school Work.” President Warren was not offi- 
cially presiding over this particu'sy meeting, but had 
very appropriately chosen as the presiding officer H. 
ii aus of Rittsburgh, Chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the World’s Sunday School Associa- 
tion. Mr. Warren was on the program merely as one 
of the speakers. efd tds ; 

“There are only 163 persons remaining in the entire 
Samaritan race,” he said, continuing. “There are 
more men, about 24, than women, and they live at 
Nablous. These Samaritans are now under the care 
of the World’s Sunday School Association. The 
Turks drafted the 24 men remaining of this race, and 
thereupon their High Priest said, ‘This is the end of 
this nation.’ Appealing to me, I in turn appealed to 
our faithful Ambassador, Mr. Morgenthau, at Con- 
stantinople, but he replied that there was nothing that 
could be done. 


God Keeping the Samaritan Remnant 


“This was two years ago, but see how God is 
working to-day. Only a short time ago I received a 
postcard from the Samaritan High Priest saying that 
all these men are well. By the providence of God 
they had been assigned to the civil service work by 
the Turks, as they are skilled in writing and language. 

“For one and a half years there has been absolute 
silence about these people, though they are only forty 
miles from Jerusalem, but we do know now that these 
men are living, and that they have not been put in the 
firing line.” 

Mr. Warren went on to tell how some years ago, 
when he was in Jerusalem, he was called upon by a 
delegation, consisting of a Jewish rabbi and a Samari- 
tan priest. They offered him a manuscript, alleged to 
be of great value, concerning the Samaritan race, and 
urged him to purchase it. He tried to turn the con- 
versation to the destiny of the Samaritan race, but 
was not able to do this until he had paid $1,000 for 
that manuscript, and given a liberal check also for 
the Samaritan work. 

“I then asked the Jewish rabbi to pray for the pre- 
servation of the Samaritaa remnant,” continued Mr. 
Warren. “He did so, and then the Samaritan prayed, 
and then I, the Christian, prayed that God would pre- 
serve this little, shrunken remnant, and prevent its per- 
ishing from the face of the earth. And I ask the Con- 
vention to pray for this, too.” ; 

The missionary passion of the 2,014 representatives 
of the 22,000,000 Sunday-school workers of the 
American continent flamed out in two great mission- 
ary meetings. One was the one at which Mr. Warren 
was speaking. ; 

The other meeting was held the same afternoon, in 
the spacious auditorium of Calvary Presbyterian 
Church, with Dr, William A. Brown, Field Secretary 
of the International Association, but at present con- 
nected with Centenary Methodist missions, presiding. 

There were great throngs at both meetings, the 
Convention Hall, with its seating capacity of 3,000, 
being full, and- Calvary Church, being packed to its 
utmost capacity. A liberal collection was taken at 
Calvary Church for Sunday-scheol mission work. 

But the missionary note was constantly being 
sounded by the Convention. The Convention motto, 
“Thy Kingdom Come,” which hung in great red letters 
over the platform, was a missionary motto. The 
Convention sermon, preached. by Dr. George Caleb 
Moor, pastor of the Baptist Temple of Brooklyn, 
New York, was decidedly missionary in its appeal 
for service. And the World’s Sunday School Associa- 
tion, had an. exhibit with charts on the wall, and a 
lantern available. Among others, W. M. Datiner 
showed his Leper Mission pictures there. — 
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Po Ling Chang is one of a party of Chinese public 
men studying at Columbia University and elsewhere 
in this country systems of education, including the 
Sunday-school. He spoke in simple English, very de- 
liberately : 

“The word ‘democracy’ is new to us. Very few of 
the professors of our colleges can describe it fully. 
I believe China understood something about democ- 
racy four thousand years ago. We had then a good 
prince, whose son was bad. He chose as his successor 
a man from the farmers’ class. When he died, his 
successor was found to be the son of a criminal. 

“When Confucius lived, 2,500 years ago, there were 
many philosophies, but they were all telerated. About 
2,000 years ago the Emperor and nobles tried to get 
all the power for themselves. They utilized the 
teachings of Confucius for’ their own purposes. In 
the time of Confucius the civil officers wére elected 
by the people. Later on the Emperor decided to 
establish a system of education, which became ex- 
tremely formal. It has kept our people from think- 
ing for themselves. They are thinking more freely 
now, but the old idea of autocratic authority still 
prevails. But several years ago we put the Emperor 
off the throne. : 

“My father was a Confucianist, my mother a Bud- 
dhist. I was educated in the old formal way. At 
fifteen I entered a Naval college. At nineteen I re- 
signed from the Navy, and started a boys’ school. I 
had some American young men to help me, sent by 
John R. Mott. I admired their enthusiasm and wil- 
lingness to serve. I asked them where they got these 
qualities. They said ‘We are Christians, that is 
where we get it.’ I did not believe it. I studied Con- 
fucius again, but the power was not there. As I saw 
how the leaders treated my people, how they ‘squeezed’ 
them, I became so downcast I was ready to take my 
life. My friends told me that Christ would give me 
new life. I accepted the divinity of Christ, but I 
could not accept the miracles. I tried to pray, but 
could not. 

“On my former visit to America I was visiting Dr. 
Bailey at his.summer, home. He had some friends 
gathered to meet me. They met to pray for me as I 
was returning home, and when they had prayed he 
asked me if I would not pray for myself. For the 
first time I consciously yielded to Christ. - Afterward 
I went to my room. I undressed and went to bed. 
I felt that the room was filled with light. I made the 
decision then which changed my view from extreme 
pessimism to extreme optimism. And God has never 
failed me from that time.” 

“The Evangelical Church has gone to South Amer- 
ica to do what the Catholic Church has not done,” 
said the Rev. George H. Trull, of the Presbyterian 
Board of Foreign Missions. “That church in four 
centuries has failed to give that continent the Bible. 
A young priest in the course of three years’ training 
never saw a copy of the Word of God. A group of 
priests never heard of John 3:16. I have beén in 
cities where the Bible has been burned in the public 
square. The people are not only ignorant of it, but 
are growing up in fear of it. I know of a man who 
feared if he touched the Book he would drop dead. 
Has not therefore the Protestant Church a mission to 
carry to South America this Book?” : 

“In Korea 250,000 people have been won to Christ.” 
Speaking on the subject, “Where All the Church Is in 
the Sunday-School,” the Rev. J. G. Holdcroft, Sun- 








Sparks from the Missionary Anvil 


“The Hatfield-McCoy feud was settled in a Sunday-school 
convention,”—Arthur T. Arnold, General Secretary for 

hio. 

“The world can be evangelized in this generation if the 
American people will it.”’—Frank L. Brown, Joint General 
Secretary of the World’s Sunday School Association. 


“In Ohio alone there is enough imported anarchy to make 
America run red with blood, if we don’t take Christ to our 
foreign population.”—Arthur T. Arnold, Ohio State Sec- 
retary. 


“China had a Superintendent of Public Instruction six 
hundred years before David wrote the Twenty-third Psalm.” 
—Dr. William A. Brown, Field Secretary of the Interna- 
tional Sunday School Assaciation, 

“The American people are not only helping the govern- 
ment to win this war against autocracy, but are helping 
all people to understand the great truths of Christianity, 
which will help them to settle their world problems.”— 
Mr. Po Ling Chang, of China. 

“We are teaching Filipino children the Bible’ isi English, 
and réporting pregress: ,‘Papa,’. said a little girl, ‘I 
sprained a..cerebral, tendon. trying :toe keen..up .with my 
teacher,’ "—The Rev. J. L.,. McLaughlin, General Secretary 
of the ‘World’s Sunday School Association for the Philip- 
pine Islands. spe . 


By Howard A. Banks 


‘comb run: through it. 


Associate Editor of 
The Sunday School Times 








day-school Secretary for Korea, said, “Three churches 
have been established, 27 workers trained, and 2,500 
local congregations scattered throughout the country. 

“There are three periods of Korea’s Christian his- 
tory. First, the period of ingathering; second, of the 
adoption of a Sunday-school standard by all de- 
nominations; and third, the children’s régime. .In 
the first- period nearly the whole of the 250,000 con- 
verts were put into the Sunday-school. That has 
added to the power of every little church. This fact 
has added 1,000 percent efficiency to each church, and 
they all study their lessons direct from the Word. 

“The second period saw the first Korean pastors. 
This included a fourfold development: the organiza- 
tion of interdenominational Sunday-school commu- 
nities; preparation of the Sunday-school lesson as 
creating a literature, and otherwise promoting the 
welfare of the school; the adoption of a Sunday- 
school standard by all denominations. Koreans all 
like to do the same thing at the same time, and the 
result has been that this standard has been widely 
adopted, all teachers a first in the knowledge 
of God, and, second, of the Bible; a small beginning 
has been made in the use of Sunday-school methods, 
but church and Sunday-school ‘are now so well organ- 
ized that if through some great calamity every mis- 
sionary were forced to leave the country, that church 
would carry on to completion the great task of 
preaching Jesus Christ to the whole population. 

“When the second period was closing, about 1913, 
grown-ups and children were mingled together in the 
same classes. But now there exist in every large 
city, Sunday-schools with grades and adapted to all 
ages. This, therefore, is the children’s age in Korea, 
when the whole church_is awake to the need of work 
for children, 


“The Birth Pangs of. a New Church” 


“The first Sunday-school begins in the shade of a 
tree. The effort is individual. After the first week 
a‘clean spot appears on the cheek of a child, which 
looks like real flesh, or a head of hair has: had. a 

These-are“the birth pangs of a 
new church. vs ‘ 

“Another great change is impending; because, ac- 
cording to educational orders recently issued by ‘the 
Government in Korea, now Japanese, by 1925 all mis- 
sion schools must drop out of their curricula all Bible 
instruction. This means that the problem of relig- 
ious education is up before the church in Korea in as 
definite a manner as in any church in America. “The 
church in Korea must be prepared with an adequate 
program and a capable organization.” ‘ 

Frank L. Brown said that the Sunday-school prob- 
lem is to reach the 400,000,000 of the world’s children. 
The organization to accomplish this .task is the 
World’s Sunday School Association, with a member- 
ship of .35,000,000—3,000,000 workers in 300,000 Sun- 
day-schools. Every school in America is a unit in 
this great Association task. ' 

This work cannot be accomplished upon the present 
budget of $42,000 a year. This amount is now dis- 
tributed in caring for the Sunday-school budgets of 
the six fields which are the special responsibilities of 
the World’s Association, Japan, Korea, China, the 
Philippines, the Moslem field, and South America. A 
budget of at least $250,000 a year is needed. This 
can be realized if we shall, in co-operation with the 
International and State Associations, attempt a con- 
tinent-wide financial endeavor. 

We need to supply one hundred ‘trained native sec- 
retaries and missionaries in the world’s great centers 
outside of America. ‘The Tokyo Convention, which 
will fall within one year from the conclusion of peace, 
should be the occasion for launching this program. 

To a cablegram of greetings from Japanese Sun- 
day-school leaders, Messrs. Brown, Heinz, and Kin- 
near, at the instance of the Convention, sent this re- 
ply: “International Convention sends cordial greet- 
ings. Looking forward to Tokyo as greatest World’s 
Convention.” 

“Sunday-schools Striking Home in the Philippines,” 
the Rev. J. L. McLaughlin’s address, was given in 
the form of most delightful lantern pictures. 

In Calvary Church Dr. Homer C. Lyman, the 
Association’s Superintendent of Work Among the 
Negroes, spoke first on the subject of “A Race in the 
Making.” Dr. Lyman also had an hour at one of the 
morning meetings in Convention Hall. Fifty years 
ago there were only four colleges for the Negro. Now 
there are. 653 institutions of higher learning for this 
race. 
pupils. Of: these, 2,641 are classified as of college 
grade, 15,320 of secondary, and 74,625 as of elemen- 
tary grades. - 

A literary or industfial education will not solve the 
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“mal schools last year. 


the Rev. George A. Joplin, 





“LESSON FOR: AUGUST 4 (Luke 2: 4a-s2; 2Pet. 1: 5-8) 


— which can only be done permanently by 
a= une ore 
“T am egro youths who have enjo a 
Christian education into the local Sandayrecal hack 
home, and thereby building up a better quality of 
manhood and womanhood. .The average Negra Sun- 
day-school is appalling in its ineffectiveness. ; 
Mr. Lyman has enlisted 14,000 colored -oys and girls 
in Sunday-school Teacher-training classes. Those who 
take these courses “come back and deliver the goods.” 
Four thousand colored youths attended summer nor- 
“They will touch the life of 
and establish standards for one-quarter of a million 
of country schools.” 5 
et for the Work Among the Negroes is 


The bu 
- $6,000. ith $9,000 more every Southern State 


could be organized, with colored workers under white 
State superintendents who could organize the teachers 
and “touch all the local churches.” The white super- 
intendents and secretaries are ready to co-operate. 
Dr. Lyman predicted that the educated Christian 
Negro would eventually go to Africa to evangelize his 
own race. 

Speaking of “Oriental Americans,” Charles R. 
Fisher, General Secretary of the North California 
Sunday-School Association, told of a Christian Chi- 
nese lawyer who was employed by the larg. t bank in 
California, the Bank of Italy, as its financial represen- 
tative. California Sunday-schools are definitely organ- 


izing work for foreigners. A Japanese boy, converted © 


in a Sunday-school at Oakland, kept a “prayer list,” 
with his own father and mother at the top. Both his 
arents and all the others listed were led to Christ. 
n another place there is a class of eight Koreans, 
and the best talent in the church is being secured to 
teach them. 

“The feudists of Perey are not drafted,” said 

neral Secretary of the 
Kentucky Association. “They all volunteered before 
the draft -went into effect, and in one feud county 
there is only one man of draft age left.” 

Mr. Joplin told the story of a mountain boy, who 
asked his mother, “What’s the difference between us 
and the folks in the valley?” And her answer was, 
“Jist larnin’ things.” What shall they learn? © Be- 


_ cause of the war and the prevalent military industrial- 


ism, they are learning world relationships. They 
must be taught of Christ. When thev go to the State 
universities, they are frequently the honor men. The 
Association in one county has sixteen Sunday-schools, 
reaching 17,900 pupils. Community training is com- 
ing on, and fifteen fields have been entered by those 
who have had teacher training. * 


. Fetlowing-Ohio: StateSecretary Arthur T. Arnold, - * 
who told of effective Sunday-school work among 


“Coming Americans,” often reaching immigrants who 
g 


‘spoke from two to five languages, came the Rev. 


illiam .A, Ross, General Secretary of the New 
Brunswick and’ Prince Edward Island Sunday School 
Association, Canada, who in telling how to make 
Sunday-school missionaries, held up the ideal of 


Pictou County, Nova Scotia, where there is a family . 


altar in nearly every home, and where three hundred 
ministers and missionaries have gone out in the last 
half century. 

Boys and girls in the Orient are now reading 
President Wilson’s speeches, said Jay S. Stowell, of 
the New York City Methodist Missionary Board, but 
because they are rightly thinking in world terms, and 
must have Christian instruction, we must not fail to 


_ draw out their prayer-life nor to train them in stew- 


ardship. 

Japan, China, and India are now studying American 
ways of doing things, said the ‘Rev. J..L. McLaughlin, 
General Secretary. of the World’s Sunday School 
Association, and Agent of the American Bible Society, 
in the Philippines. Since Old Glory floated over those 
islands and a thousand American school-teachers 
went over there, 700,000 natives have entered the pub- 
lic schools, where every word taught is in English. 

One hundred missionaries are. scattered through 
the islands, and, evangelical church-members number 
100,000, and 70,000 boys and girls gather in the chapels 
to study the Word of God. 

In 1906, said the Rev. S. A. Neblett, of Cuba, 
member of the International Executive Committee, 
the first Sunday-school convention was organized, 
and in 1909, during a visit of Mr. Lawrance and 
other leaders, the Cuba National Sunday-School As- 
sociation. In seventeen of the district conventions 
and institutes, we started teacher-training, writing the 
text-book ourselves. A committee selected stan- 
dards of efficiency from~the denominational stan- 
dards. We have a Secretary for each province, but 
need a paid General Secretary. .Our Sunday-schools 
raise $200 a year for Cuban expenses, and the Metho- 
dist Sunday-schools raise $1,600. 

Appearing always under a white hat and in a white 
dress, every word evidently coming from a rhetoric 
training camp, so:that it would do execution in the 
charge of her~bayonetted sentences, Miss Margaret 
Slattery was easily the most picturesque figure before 
the Convention. Her voice seemed wonderfully 
tempered with pity. There was something in- it, of 
itself, as well as in its appeal, that.drove one .to take 
stock—to see if -he: were, after all, in-any -real ‘sense, 
neighbor: to: hint who~fell*among: the thieves, - 
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Miss Slattery. closed this missionary meeting. She 
told of a fifteen-year-old girl who did without a wrist- 
watch in order to -help buy Bibles for school- 

irls in China. “I believe,” the speaker said, “what 
Jesus said, that the only thing worth living for is to 
earn how to lose your life. A great wave of crime 
is sweeping over the world. You will find yourself 
face to face with it when — go back home. y part 
is what I can do, and all I can do.” 





Your Study Bible 


_ By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








The following plan for marking is helpful : 
At the top of the page—topical notes. 
At the bottom—analytical notes. 
At the side—exegetical notes. 
Exegesis is finding Christ ‘in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 


‘Ezekiel 
Prophet ef Visions. Book of E 
Captive Sai 








ag t for 
Saints 
_Key-word: Visions 
Key-text: “As I was among the captives . . . the 
heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God” 
Outline: 


1. Israel warned (before the destruction) (chaps. 
I to 24). 

2. Israel comforted (after the destruction) (chaps. 
25 to 48). 

Men of Israel, here is your book, your book for 
to-day. In the Providence of God and in fulfilment 
of. his sure promises, your land, your city, your 
temple—it is wonderful—are being restored to you. 
Here are your chart and blueprint. Study the speci- 
fications, get ready to build. 

And Christian, it is your book; your book of the 
times, for when Israel returns the new world begins 
o dawn for us all. Half consciously but all gra- 
ciously the Jéw under God is the avant courier of the 
new dispensation. Every line he lays across the 
sacred sod, every stone he rears in the holy city, is a 
harbinger of glad Immanuel’s land and the new Jeru- 
salem, come down from heaven. Keep your eye on 
the measuring line and the trowel of the Zionist. 
He is building, at first, for himself and his nation, but 
ultimately for you and your King. 

Does it seem strange to you that there is so little 
said of this great flaming book of visions in the Gos- 
pels and the Acts, or even in the Epistles, save faint 
flashlights’ here and there? Be not troubled. You 
will find the book of Revelation all aglow with its 
far-flung radiance. For Ezekiel, like Token on Pat- 
mos, has’to do with the things not yet fulfilled, but 
even now sending their benign and beckoning ways 
across the eastern horizon. Ezekiel looked forward 
to the restitution of the Jews, ushering -in the final, 
yaar oe though storm-wrought establishment of the 

ingdom of Christ. _— 

These two noble- men of the college of inspiration 
link arms. across the centuries, and look with one eye 
upon the unfolding of the new heavens and the new 
earth: Ezekiel, the prophet, who, peering forward 
with rapt, penetrating gaze spake, half whisperingly, 
the word—“And above the firmament that was over 
their heads was the likeness of a throne, as the ap- 
pearance of a sapphire stone; and upon the likeness of 
the throne was the likeness as the appéarance of a 
man above upon it” (1:26); and John, the revelator, 


who with clearer vision and clearer utterance rings, 


out the thrilling message: “And, behold, a throne 
was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne. And 
he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a 
sardine stone” (Rev. 4:2, 3). 


Marginal Notes 


Ezekiel, like Moses, stayed with the people and saw 
them through. His name, closely rendered, means 
bound-fast-to-God. He was literally, like the brave 
Admiral, “lashed to the mast.” 

Ezekiel was a priest and he always spake in 
priestly terms and from the midst of the sanctuary. 
This explains, much of his imagery. 

—— prophesied from Zion. Ezekiel from out- 
side of Zion. One was, in spirit, home missionary: 
the other in a sense foreign. Both alike God's 
prophets. 


Marked Texts 
“The ‘word of the’ Lord came: expressly ‘unto 


Ezekiel -‘the' -priest”’’ (1:3). Like “verily, verily.” - 


Therefore ‘therish: the: word, the very: word 6f~ in- 


- »Spiration. 
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“The spirit of the living creature was in the 
wheels” (1:20). The hiding of His power. 

“One man among them was clothed with linen, 
with a writer's inkhorn by his side” (9:2). Ye 
ancient and noble order of editors. 

“Set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that 
sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be 
done in the midst thereof” (9:4). A saving sign— 
the sign of the sigh. 

“Yet will I be to them as a little sanctuary in the 
countries where they shall come” (11:16). Comfort 
for the “shut in.” 

“I. will bring him to Babylon . . . yet shall he not 
see it” (12: 14). Literally and sadly fulfilled in Zede- 
mpg case. is eyes had been made blind (2 Kings 
25:7). 

Oser.in, Oun10. 





New Victories in California 
Continued from page 398 





number of those who had been richly blessed at the 


Victorious Life Conference at Princeton gave their 
testimotny. There were a dozen at the Whittier Con- 
ference who had been blessed at one or more of the 
conferences at Princeton, half of them missionary 
volunteers through the influence of the Victorious 
Life messages. 

Notable among the testimonies at the vespfer ser- 
vices was that of Professor Morris Kimber, the young 
Corresponding Secretary of the Conference at Whit- 
tier. Mr. Kimber told of his struggle with doubts 
and questions through a period of half a dozen years, 
and how grateful he was that one of the leaders at 
the conference in Princeton held him steadily to this 
question, “Is it true that God is supplying all your 
needs,—or is God a liar?” In vain he attempted to 
bring in other problems to settle, the question of the 
inspiration of the Scriptures and such things, but he 
was forced to make the plain choice as to whether he 
believed God was supplying all his needs. And on 
this simple statement he entered into the life of 
victory which not only solved his own problem but 
led in a remarkable way to the actual beginning of 
the Victorious Life Conference for the Pacific coast. 

At another vesper meeting a young business man, 
Mr. Warren Pike, told how his life was revolution- 
ized two years ago, when he went East unexpectedly 
and while there attended the conference at Princeton. 
He returned home with a great desire to extend this 
message on the Pacific coast. There were others 
upon whom God had put this same burden, and in 
His own wonderful way these men came together in 
prayer about six months ago and planned for the 
conference at Whittier. Mr. Pike became the busi- 
ness manager, and upon him and Professor Kimber, 
two young men under thirty, the burden of the con- 
ference rested. And so this first conference on the 
Pacific coast, just as the conference in the East, was 
begun in such a way that man could not glory, for in 
both cases’ God has worked, not through well-known 
leaders but through young people whose chief prepa- 
ration was-their deliverance out of a life of defeat 
into a new life of victory in Christ. 

The blessed unity of the conference extended to the 
messages of the speakers. President. Charles A. 
Blanchard, of Wheaton College; Professor W. H. 
Griffith Thomas, and the writer of this article, were 
the three speakers from the East. George W. Davis, 
of the Christian and Missionary Alliance, and Dr. F. 
W. Farr, were other spyakers. Among the mission- 
aries who were blessedly“dsed in the conference were 
Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Saunders, of the China Inland 
Mission; Miss Anna McKee, of Korea; Miss Roe 
Williams, of Egypt; Miss Edna Alger, and Miss 
Moran, of China. A beautiful inspiration were Mr. 
and Mrs. Saunders, he almost blind and she almost 
deaf, lovingly assisting each other in the work of 
speaking and hearing and seeing. They indeed bore 
about in their bodies the marks of their fellowship 
with Christ’s suffering. Two of their little children 
were massacred in the Boxer outrages, and they 
themselves almost killed. Full of joy was their testi- 
mony to God’s grace. 

There were no enrolment fees charged at the con- 
ference, but voluntary offerings were taken up to 
meet the expenses. Here once more God met the 
need according to His, “exceeding abundant” meas- 
ure. The offering beyond the amount needed for the 
expenses was to be given to the three largest un- 
reached fields in the world, central Africa, central 
Asia, and central South America. Probably over 
five hundred dollars will be available for this pioneer 
missionary work. 

Prayers and plans are already under way for the 
Victorious Life Conference next year at Whittier, if 
the Lord will. And the committee feel that one 


. piece of equipment that will probably be needed is a 


conference tent large enough to seat several thou- 
sands.. But beyond every other equipment in spread- 


‘ing the message of His sufficient Grace are prayer 


warriors. Will you:be one? 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class / 

WAR photograph (Underwood and Under- 

wood) recently published by the New York 

Times showed British military observers at- 
taching their parachutes before ascending in kite bal- 
loons. One man in the picture, rigged up in his para- 
chute harness, was apparently concentrating his 
entire attention upon tying a knot exactly right. The 
expression of his face looked as though he intended 
to take no chances. The inscription accompanying 
the photograph explained that “if the huge gas bags 
are set on fire by German planes, as frequently hap- 
pens, their only hope of escape is by a parachute 
drop.” No wonder the man wanted to make sure, be- 
fore starting, that that parachute was “all there,” 
and dependable for ‘“stant and successful use! 
Wouldn’t you? 

What would you think of such a man, if, just be- 
fore starting up in the air, he fastened the parachute 
to himself carelessly, looked at one or two places of 
adjustment, and then said, “Oh, I guess it’s all right”? 
Our Background Material 

Do boys, and men, and nations grow best with 
booze and tobacco, or without these? That question 
makes a good “background” to a lesson on “Growing 
Stronger.” “Workmen want beer,” was said on June 
25, according to a report in the Philadelphia Public 
Ledger, at a hearing before the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture concerning a bone-dry rider in the food- 
production bill. People were warned not “to experi- 
ment with the nation’s destiny” by cutting out the 
booze,—see the discussion of this in an editorial note 
on the front page of this issue. And note the two 
warnings against the cigarette menace, on page 401. 

Meantime, consider these points: sent out by the 
National Dry Federation: 

In beer here [in the United States] the Kaiser finds his 
best ally. It daily wastes enough in grdin alone to give 
half a loaf of bread to each of 10,000,000 persons. Is that 
war economy? ' ’ 

The war wiped out whiskey. Beer wastes far more in 
grain alone than whiskey. There must be a ban on beer. 

Germany has placed a ban on barley for beer during the 
war. That practically closes the breweries. Sometimes the 
enemy shows real sense. 

A sweet pill yet a bitter—liquor licks 64,000,000 pounds of 
sugar from Uncle Sam’s platter every year. That’s why 
you count the lumps now. 

Every wire [telegraphed to the Senate] demanding war 
prohibition is barbed, and will scotch the lhaiser. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted,. are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles 
quickly locating the references. 

Jesus was a natural boy, yet Jesus was surely, also, 
such a boy as the world has never seen before or 
since. Get the class to bring out what they be- 
lieve were characteristics of his natural boy life; 
and give the facts suggested by Mr. Ridgway (1) 
and Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1). Then have the class 
bring out what they believe marked the religious and 
spiritual life of the boy Jesus; and give the facts 
noted by Mr. Ridgway (2). 

To be “about my Father's business” (v. 49) is a 
sound secret for any one’s growing stronger. That 
translation, in view of the Greek, seems preferable 
to the Revision “In my Father’s house.” Have the 
class discuss just what it would mean’ to them, day 
by day, to be about their Father’s business. 

Jesus was the Son of God and God the Son; yet 
he had to obey,—obey both his heavenly Father ande 
his earthly father and mother (v. 51). Obedience is 
a secret of growth. Can the class think of other 
passages that show that Jesus was obedient, even to 
the uttermost? (Phil. 2: 5-8; Heb. 5:8, 9). 

How does the “Red Triangle” of the Y. M. C. A. 
have to do with verse 52? Bring out what the 
Y. M. C. A. is doing now, in the camps here, and at 
the front overseas, for men’s bodies; for men’s 
minds; and for men’s spirits. 

Now discuss the four kinds of growth mentioned 
of Jesus in verse 52, with relation to himself and 
ourselves: 

Wisdom. We may include in this, if we wish, mere head 
knowledge or mental growth, which is important, and which 
we get by going to school and studying and developing 
eur minds in every possible way. But what is the begin- 
ning of wisdom, as the Word of God uses this term? 
Have Psalm 111: 10 read aloud. The right “fear of God” 
requires faith in God. The wisdom which God wants ‘us to 
have can come only by faith in Christ and the illumination 
of the Holy Spirit. Have we got it, and are we growing, 
in it all the time? vas 

Stature. How best can we make sure of right growth in this? 


will help in 


_his understanding and his answers. 
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LESSON 5. AUGUST 4. GROWING STRONGER 


Luke 2: 42-52; 2 Peter 1: 5-8 


Golden Text.—Th< path of the righteous is as the dawning light, 
That shineth more and more unto the perfect day.—Proverbs 





Raped Rett Spe. 
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: 25°; Psa. 18 ; 
: 26,27; Acts 20; 32; Peek: 9336 High 7 sob Ca 


 -IE. 
rimary Lesson Material: Luke 2 : y 
te Verse ; Jehovah will gre. ph nt ar unto his people.— 
8A. 29 : 31. 4 
Junter Waeary Verse : 2 Pet. 3 : 18. : 
Senior, and Adult Topic: The Kinds of Strength We 
Need; Ie. 


It; 
Adaitional Ma: : Job 17:9; Prov. 4:18, 23; Isa. 40: 
29-31; 2 Cor. 12:9; Eph. 3: 14-21; Phil. 4; 8, 23. 











42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up after 
the custom cf the feast; 43 and when they had fulfilled the 
days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus tarried behind 
in Jerusalem; and his parents knew it not; 44 but suppos- 
ing him to be in the company, they went a day’s journey; 
and they sought for him among their kinsfolk and ac- 
quaintance: 45 asd when they found him not, they returned 
to Jerusalem, seeking for him. 46 And it came to pass, 
after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in 
the midst of the ! teachers, both hearing them, and asking 
them questions: 47 and all that heard him were amazed at 
48 And when they saw 
him, they were astonished; and his mother said unto him, 
2Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father 
and I sought thee sorrowing. 49 And he said unto them, 
How is it that ye sought me? knew ye not that I must be 
Sin my Father’s house. s0 And they understood not the 
saying which*he spake unto them. gs: And he went down 
wiin them, and came to Nazareth; and he was subject unto 
them: and his mother kept all these * sayings in her heart. 

s2 And Jesus advanced in wisdom and * stature, and in 
*favor with God and men. 

2 Peter 1: 5 Yea, and for this very cause adding on your 
part all diligence, in your faith supply virtue; and in your 
virtue knowledge; 6 and in your knowledge self-control; 
and in your self-control 7 patience; and in your ’ patience 
godliness; 7 and in your godliness * brotherly kindness, and 
in your ®* brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are 
yours and abound, they make you to be not idle nor un- 
fruitful unto the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

1Or, doctors See ch. 5.17; Acts 5.34 *%Gr. Child. * Or, 
about my Father’s business Gr. in the things of my 

Father. ‘Or, things °Or, age *Or, grace ‘Or, sted- 

fastness ®Gr. love of the brethren. 

American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








In favor with God. How can we get this, and grow in 
this? God’s approval,—and growing in God’s approval; 
think of it! Does God approve of you more to-day then 
he did yesterday? 

In favor with men. How can we get this, and grow in it? 
What men will approve of us, if we are growing all the 
time in Bible “wisdom” and “favor with God”? All men? 
The verse does not say all men. Have Luke 6: 26 read. 

Another remarkable passage on Growing Stronger 
is the lesson passage in 2 Peter 1: 5-8. We are to be 
diligent to include in our growth everything men- 
tioned there; the seven elements in Peter’s list are 
helpfully discussed by Dr. Griffith Thomds (I, 2). 

But be sure to make this very plain in class: the 
entire passage in that first chapter of 2 Peter is a 
faith passage. Notice the first verse of the chapter,— 
the message is to those who “have obtained a like 
precious faith with us in the righteousness of our 
God and the Saviour Jesus Christ.” Everything is 
based on faith, and grace, on God’s righteousness not 
ours, on a recognition “that his divine power 
hath granted unto us all things that pertain unto life 
and godliness, through the knowledge of him that 
called us” (v. 3). “Granted” means a gift. 

Then Peter goes on with the list of things we must 
have for proper growth. But notice the very vital 
change made by the American Revision from the 
Authorized Vefsion; it should not read “add to,” but 
“supply in.” “In your faith supply virtue”; in other 
words, everything is granted to you now, in your 
faith; take it, believe for it. 4 

So on throughout the list; as Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(I, 2) points out, each element is the foundation or 
soil for another. 

This is very different from going out after some- 
thing that we do not possess; rather, we are simply 
to appropriate what already-belongs to us in Christ: 
“possess our. possessions.” 

That power to grow is the distinguishing mark of 
the Christian faith, as it is not of any false religion, 
Christ himself accomplishing the growth of the Chris- 
tian as the foundation of our lesson to-day, is brought 
out by Mrs. Askew (1, 2). While we can do certain 
necessary things in order to make the growth possi- 
ble, we cannot, after all, make ourselves grow, either 
in the natural or in the spiritual world: this is God’s 
work, as Mrs. Askew (4) shows. The difference be- 
tween merely trying to imitate Christ (which is im- 
possible), and growth by being a Christian, is shown 
by Mr. Rogers (2). 

Fighting is an important part:of growth; and the 
passage in Ephesians 6: 10-18 tells ‘the Christian how 
to fight to win. The Christian who leaves out or is 
careless about any piece of his armor is as likely to 
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4: 18. 







have a fall as that military observer would have been 
(see Getting Started in ~~ if he had been care- 
less about attaching his parachute. 

The | — passage in Ephesians is analyzed by 
Dr. Gri Bercy 3 3; Il, 4). 


If we don’t grow, we be freaks, monstrosities. 


See what Mr. Ridgway (3) says about this. It is 
because so many Christians are, after years of being 


Christians, still babes, that they are weak and sickl 

and incompetent and monstrosities. They are still 
drinking milk only, when they ought to be taking 
meat ; babes when they ought to be fullgrown. Have 
the following passages read aloud: 1 Corinthians 2: 
6; 3:1; Ephesians 4: 14-16; Hebrews 5: 11-14. 


It may make an unforgettable impression to pass . 


around the Lesson Cartoon, on page 407, and ask the 
class whether they want to be specimens of such 
“arrested development” after they have “grown up.” 


The Truth that Is Golden 


What does it mean to “give the more diligence to 
make your calling and electién sure”? (2 Pet. 1: 10.) 
Does it mean that, after having taken Jesus Christ 


as your Saviour, you must give more diligence. be . 


very careful, to make sure that you are saved and 


not lost? Does it mean/that you must use every effort - 


to acquire everything in this list of virtues, for fear 
you may be lost? 0, praise God, it does not. The 

oly Spirit does not say, “For if ye do these things, 
ye shall never be lost.” He says, “If ye do these 
things, ye shall never stumble.” 

Growing as God wants us to grow after we have 
taken Jesus as our Saviour means that our entrance 
into his eternal kingdom shall be “richly supplied” 


(v. 11); instead of being supplied at a minimuin, 


just barely and no more, like the Christian “saved* 
yet so as through fire” (1 Cor. 3:15. with no worth- 
while works to his credit. 

Making our calling and election sure does not mean 
making sure that we are saved from the death-penalty 
of our sins,—we are sure of that as soon as we be- 
lieve on Christ; but making sure that we have in- 
cluded in our calling and election all the riches that 


God wants to give us now. and here, in ‘actual experi-.. 
He urges us to be sure: to: 


ence and appropriation. 
claim and take all that belongs to us: 


Teaching Points 


We are righteous only by faith. Therefore it is : 


only the path of those who believe that can be de- 
scribed so wonderfully as in the Golden Text. 

Make sure that the class understands what each 
of the items in the list given by Peter means. 

Four different kinds of strength that we need are 
suggested by Dr. Griffith Thomas (III, 5). 

Most people are eager to grow, whether they rec- 
ognize this or not (Mrs. Askew, 3). 

The Boy Scout Law fits in well with this lesson 
(Mr. Rogers, 1). 

The fact that our growth is, after all, Christ’s re- 
sponsibility rather than our own, forbids our boast? 
ing, and also forbids our discouragement (Mrs. 
Askew, 4, 5). 

Questions for Study and Discussion 

What consciousness of his deity may the boy Jesus 
have had at this time? 

Ought Jesus’ parents to have known where to find 
him? 

Were Jesus’ “understanding and his answers” (v. 
47) supernatural? 

Why did not Mary and 
saying? (v. 50.) 

Is it possible to know whether we are growing? 

How many of the elements in Peter’s list should 
be found in every Christian? (See Dr. Griffith 
Thomas, I, 2). 

A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.) 


Helping Others (Luke 16: 25-37; Gal. 6: 1-16). 
_ Jesus sometimes “turned the tables” on a questioner 
in a most unexpected way. Notice the question that 
“a certain lawyer” asks him (v. 29) ; then the question 
with which Jesus concludes the incident (v. 36). 


What was the point of our Lord’s concluding ques- 
tion? (v.. 36.) 


Whom ought we to help? 

When ‘is it a duty not to help others? 

How can we bear one another’s burdens, if each 
man bears his own burden? (Gal. 6: 2, 5.) 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Joseph understand Jesus’ 


ee ae 


cornnennesnttnar? > a 





| 
| 


LESSON FOR AUGUST 4 (Luke 2: 42-52; 2 Pet. 1: 5-8) 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—From the commencement of the 
Christian life growth is definitely intended, and so 
this subject comes appropriately after those*already 
considered. The Bible has much about spiritual 
growth, because the Christian is expected to make 
progress and not to remain stationary. The latter 
would really mean spiritual loss and degeneration 
(Heb. 5:12 to 6:1). The two passages refer to 
growth, one in connection with Christ and the other 
in connection with the Christian. 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 
- The Child ~ 40). Christ’s growth was threefold: 
bodily, mental, and spiritual. Nazareth, as a coun- 
try place, would be one of the influences of this 
owth, but especially the home life would help it 
orward. The Child would be with his mother until 
the of five, when he would go to the village school 
and the synagogue. The influence of Joseph would 
also help and, above, all, the teaching of Scripture. 

The Youth (vs. 41-51). The only incident recorded 
of Christ’s youth was that which happened when he 
was twelve, on his first journey to Jerusalem. The 

ewish boys at the age of twelve were regarded as 

ving arrived at the age of personal responsibility. 
When the Feast of the Passover was finished, the 
party commenced their return journey, and after one 
day the Youth was missed. On returning to Jeru- 
salem, he was found after three days in the temple 
among the teachers, both hearing them and seekin 
information from them. Thus he was learning an 
preparing for the life bef-re him. When his mother 
and Joseph expressed their astonishment, he quietly 
reminded them that they might and should have 
known where he was, at his heavenly Father’s house. 
He had evidently learned at least something of the 
special relationship between himself and God, and the 
life of sefvice for which he had been intended. 

The Young Man (v. 52). Then followed eighteen 
years of quiet life and work at Nazareth, where he 
was in subjection to Joseph and Mary, and was all 
the while growing in bodily strength and intellectual 
power, with the grace of God resting upon him and 
giving him favor with those around. Everything 
was perfectly natural from the-human standpoint. He 
had: been a.real babe,.a real boy,,a real youth, and 
now was developing into a.real man. (1) 

The Believer (2 Pet: 1:5-8). Based on a founda- 
tion of Divine grace (vs. 1-4), the Apostle now 
shows how the human life-is to respond’ to God’s pro- 
vision. The keynote of the passage is “diligence” 
(vs. 5, 10). With the responsibility of adding on 
their part to the grace and peace given by God, seven 
elements of diligence are mentioned, starting with 
virtue or manly energy, leading to knowledge, self- 
control and endurance, and extending to reverence, 
love of the Christian brethren and a general attitude 
of love to all men. Faith is thus the foundation and 
love the culmination, and every grace in between 
springs out of faith, and is intended to be expressed 
in love (Rom, 14:23; 1 Tim. 1:5). Thus each ele- 
ment is the foundation or soil of the other. They also 
covér all relationships and attitudes. The first two 
are active graces, the second two are passive, the 
next refers to God, the sixth to the Church, and the 


‘last to all men, with its necessary connection with 


each. We know that all are to be expected in 
every Christian, not some in some Christians and 
others in others, but like the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 
5:22), where the nine elements constitute one cluster 
to be exemplified in every Christian life. (2) 

Devotional Reading.—Ephesians 6:10-20. This 
Epistle gives three aspects of the Christian life: (1) 
towards God (chaps. 1 to 3), symbolized by “sitting” ; 
(2) towards man (chaps. 4:1 to 6:9), symbolized by 
“walking”; (3) towards Satan (chap. 6: 10-18), sym- 
bolized by “standing.” ‘This passage, descriptive of 
the Christian warfare, has various aspects: (1) the 
trumpet call (vs. 10, 11) ; (2) the enemy (vs. 11, 12); 
(3) the purposes (vs. 11, 13); (4) the armor (vs. 11, 
13-16) ; (5) the weapon (v. 17); (6) the attitude (v. 
18) ; (7) the comrades (v. 19). (3) 
Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

Deut. 33: 25; Psa. 18: 35, 36; Mark 4: 26, 27; Acts 
20 :32; 2 Cor. 9:8; Eph. 6: 10-18; Col. 7: 9-11. 

Every passage should be considered from the stand- 
point of growth and nothing else. 

1. Deuteronomy 33:25. (1) Personal life; (2) 
proportionate strength. 

2. Psalm 18: 35, 36. (1) Protection; (2) power; 
(3) provision; (4) progress. 

3. Mark 4:26, 27. (1) Spiritual life; (2) Divine 
source; (3) human effort; (4) gradual growth; (5) 
simple trust. 


4. Acts 20:32. (1) The neéd; (2) the source; (3) 
the way; (4) the result. 
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5. 2 Corinthians g:8 Observe the complete pro- 
vision, ‘with the fivefold emphasis on “all” and 
“every.” 

6. Ephesians 6: 10-18, See above, and note the 
threefold armor: (1) against the flesh (Rom. 13: 
12); (2) against the world (2 Cor. 6:14); (3) 
against the devil (Eph. 6:11). (4). 

‘7. Colossians 1:9-11. The Apostle’s prayer: (1) 
its reason; (2) its nature; (3) its purpose; (4). its 
character. ver 
life and progress. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


Intermediate, Senior, and Adult Topic: The Kinds 
of Strength We Need; Getting It; Using It. (Addi- 
tional Material: Job 17:9; Prov. 4: 18, 23; Isa. 40: 
29-31; 2 Cor. aS Eph. 3: 14-21; Phil. 4:8, 13). It 
is scarcely possible to exaggerate the importance of 
growth in the Christian life, for the believer must 
not only “hold on his way,” but, as he does so, he 
must become “stronger and stronger” (Job 17:9). 
All the passages given as Additional Material are im- 
portant, because of their teaching on aspects and 
secrets of growth. 


1. The kinds of strength we need. (1) Physical: 
healthy and strong in body; (2) intellectual: capable 
and well-informed in mind; (3) social: unselfish 
thought and sympathetic love for others; (4) spirit- 
ual: perceptive and powerful in things pertaining to 
God. (5) 

2. Getting and using strength. Illustrating spirit- 
ual strength from the requirements of the body, four 
things may be regarded as necessary: (1) cleansing 
from sin (1 John 1:7; John 15:3); (2) the atmos- 
phere of prayer (Col. 4:2): “Prayer is the Chris- 
tian’s vital breath”; (3) the food of God’s Word 
(1 Pet. avg} (4) the exercise of obedience (Tit. 
378, 14). (6 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The Bible has much to say about prosperity, especi- 
ally in connection with Joseph (Gen. 39:3, 23); 
jocbee (Josh. 1:8); Hezekiah (2. Chron. 32: 30); 

aniel (Dan. 6: 28).. The words for “prosperity” in 
Hebrew and Greek mean to “go on,” to “have a good 
journey.” Prosperity may refer to circumstances or 
to health or to the soul, but in 3 John, verse 2, there is 
an unusual experience. The man was prosperous in 
soul, but weak in body. It is usually the other way, 
but here spiritual health is the standard of his earthly 
prosperity. What, then, are the marks-of soul pros- 


perity Using the body as an illustration, there are 
our. * 
1. Appetite. The body desires food, takes it, and 


then enjoys it. Without these elements there is 
something wrong. The Word is the food of the 
soul, and there should be desire, use, and enjoyment. 
Without these there is something spiritually wrong. 
Do we enjoy our Bible? 


2. Rest. The body requires natural, regular, and 
refreshing rest. Sleeplessness is always a symptom 
of some trouble. So the soul needs the rest of recon- 
ciliation (Matt. 11:28), which comes through trust, 
love, and hope. An awakened soul and an unfaithful 
Christian are restless, and this means the opposite of 
spiritual prosperity. 

3. Work. The body needs regular, hearty, and en- 
joyable labor, and if work is ever a burden and of no 
interest, there must be something wrong with the 
health. In things spiritual the Christian is expected 
to be a worker, a witness and a warrior, and if he 
is not so, there is something seriously amiss. 

4. Spirits. In things physical, buoyancy, and 
brightness are marks of health, just as what we call 
“low spirits” are generally associated with ill-health. 
In connection with the soul, the joy of the Lord ought 
to be our strength (Neh. 8:10), and the brightness 
and joy which come from pardon are marks of real 
spiritual health. If, on the othér hand, there is no 
joy, epee must of necessity be some spiritual ill- 

ealth. 


And so if we live in the pure atmosphere of God’s 
presence (Gen. 24: 40), breathe freely through prayer 
(Neh. 1:11), take plenty of good food (Josh. 1:8), 
and see that there is frequent and regular exercise, 
we shall always keep well and grow. We shall grow 
as the young plants (Psa. 144: 12); as the lily (Hos. 
14:5, 7); as the cedar (Psa. 92:12); as a temple 
(Eph. 2:21), because we shall be growing in grace 
(2 Pet. 3:18); in faith (2 Thess. 1:3); and up into 
Christ (Eph. 4:15). And so we must Go 
Right 
On 
Working. 

V. Leading Questions 

Compare and state the different kinds of growth in 
Luke 2: 40-52. 


What indications of intellectual and moral develop- 
ment are seen in verse 46? 


What is the foundation of the Apostle’s call to dili- 
gence? (2 Pet. 1: 1-4.) 

What is the root of all Christian character? (v. 5.) 

Show how these seven elements complete character. 


ing is concerned with spiritual 
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Distinguish the two kinds of love, explaining them 
and illustrating them from other passages. 

Prove that all these seven aspects are intended to 
be exemplified in every Christian, 


Wycuirre CoLiece, Toronto, 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Kids.” —All that heard him were amazed (v. 47). 
The child is father to the man. Even to this day this 
same Jesus is the world’s Amazer. And any man who 
tries to live up toward the Jesus level ‘is Coatesville’s 
astonisher. hen any one goes:down into The Neck 
in an effort to do good to the colored: folks who must 
live there, people up town are so astonished they can 
only account for it by “politics.” Mr. Huston is run- 
ning a Sunday-school down there. They wink and 
say, “He is running for a county office.” (Director 
of the Poor by the way!) When you were a young- 
ster what were your tastes? The little girl is mother 
to the cook or the home-maker as she plays “keeping 
house” and “going-to-see.” How many of you fel- 
lows can take a shingle and split it and notch it, and 
with a couple of nails have a sure-enough water 
wheel that with some spools and cord, etc., will run a 
tilt-hammer, a_ tick-tack, and other Boytown ma- 
chinery? Well, I did and can. And I now build 
genuine water wheels that drive genuine mills. The 
rest of you fellows, male and female, can likely take 
a similar trip back over the years. The child is in- 
deed father to the man in fonet case and in ours. 
This is why our Sunday-school work is such an im- 
portant business. The future successes can be picked 
out of every Sunday-school. Keep your eye on the 
kid “crazy to know.” Mark the boy who wants to 
consort with the “doctors” (Prov. 22:6; Psa. 144: 12). 


The Real Boy.—7hy father and I sought thee sor- 
rowing (v. 48). Did Joseph and Mary understand 
their Jesus? It is one of the great misfortunes of 
childhood that many parents get so far away from 
boyhood and girlhood they forget all about their 
juvenile emotions. Why, ef course they ought to 
have gone right straight to the temple to find a 
thoughtful, inquisitive boy who read his Moses and 
David and Isaiah. But was Jesus that sort of a boy? 
Was he a boy full of life and into all sorts of things, 
like all healthy, genuine boys? I think so. If the 
language had been English no word would oftener 
have been on his lips than that good little word 
“fun.” I can fill-this column with references that 
show he was always out for the “joy” of life. And 
so of course Joseph and Mary when they got con- 
cerned for him went down where the Alexandrians 
were having their little “Marathons.” He was not on 
the bleachers there. Then to where the double- 
handed Benjies were “trap-shooting” with their 
slings. Not there. Up among the Damascene sword- 
players. Not there. Down where the Beersheba 
boys were trying out their camels. Not there. 
“Joseph, I wonder where in the world he can be! 
You don’t suppose he has gotten tired of play and 
gone up to the temple exercises, do you?” And sure 
enough, the livest boy in all the caravan had left the 
sports for a while to sit at the feet of the doctors. 
To this day the best and healthiest college life swings 
between athletic field and classroom. The “grind” 
of the midnight oil is a rare owl and rarely soars to 
any height. Jesus was a real, red-blooded boy, hence 
Luke 2: 52. (1) 


At Old Siwash.—/ must be in my Father's house 
(v. 49). “Why, mother dear, I can’t run races, sling 
stones, play swords, and ride camels all the time. 
I must attend to these serious things if I am going 
to be a real man and about my Father’s business.” In 
that country in that day a Syrian boy of twelve 
equaled an American boy of eighteen. And the best 
youthful ‘American life is that which gathers with the 
“doctors” in the temple and is diligent upon the 
Father’s business (Prov, 22:29). Years ago at old 
Siwash, my Alma Mater, there was just one Chris- 
tian in the whole student body who was about his 
Father’s business. The boys called him “Come-to- 
Jesus” Southey, because it was his custom to pick 
out one fellow and another and put straight up to’ 
him the matter of his relation to heaven. Among the 
men he successfully tackled was the best football 
player of his day. “Billy” accepted Jesus as his 
Saviour, and is to-day a very successful banker in 
his city and one of the leading Christian laymen in 
the West. And to-day in Y. M. C. A. work on the 
Western front in France. Another man “Come-to- 
Jesus” Southey led into the Kingdom by being about 
his Father’s business in old Siwash is now one of the 
great engineers of a great railroad system. While as 
for “Come-to-Jesus” Southey himself, he is one of 
the big business men of a great city and active in all 
the religious movements that start or center there. 
In all the years I have been writing these notes, I 
have time after time pointed out that a dead sure 
way up -for a young man is by attention to the 
Father’s business—or as the Revised Version has it, 
presence in the‘Father’s house. (2) 
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The Colored Preacher’s Sermon.—Add 
to your faith (2 Pet.1:5,A.V.). I was 
at a service one time where the preacher 
was a colored man. He announced his 
text, “2 Pet. 1: 5-7,” and took up each 
of these seven virtues which must be 
added to faith to make a complete 
Christian. It was a good sermon. 
While we are saved by faith and re- 
move mountains by faith, yet faith is 
not all, and Peter here tells us how we 
are to grow. We are like modern 
stores, made up of important depart- 
ments all the way from the stock room 
on the top floor down to kitchen utensils 
in the basement. From “virtue” down 
to “charity,” as it were. A faith to 
which nothing is added, which does not 
grow immediately it is born, and keep 
on growing, is a freak to make angels 
weep. The most geeete thing in all 
the world is the human who remains 
forever a child. Do you have any 
church-members where you live whe are 
lacking the seven? Whose honesty you 
question, intemperate in speech and 
conduct, never open the Bible, impa- 
tient and scrappy in and out of the home, 
no grace at meat, no family prayers, and 
as for brotherly kindness and charity— 
good-night! I was at the wedding of 
a church official’s daughter. “Who gives 
this woman away?” asked the minister. 
“I do,” said the deacon. And all the 
neighbors said after the wedding, it was 
the only time the deacon was known to 
give anything away. This is not ex- 
actly the colored preacher’s sermon, but 
is what he was driving at! (Matt. 5: 16; 
2 Pet. 2:12). (3) 

CoaTEsviLie, Pa. 


4 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. o not 
submit -illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assigt in the conduct of 
this department. One 4ollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration. used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch of pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


Short illustrations, of from 75 to 15@ words 
are great! preferred. vow will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 

Why It Didn’t Move.—Jesus advanced 
in wisdom and stature, and in favor 
with God and men (Luke 2:52). A 

entleman was walking on the parade at 
Fiandudas, and was watching a pretty 
little vessel with its white sail shining in 
the sunlight. “How is it that that ship 
does not seem to be moving?” he said tu 
a seaman standing by; “her sails are 
spread, and there is plenty of breeze, 
but she seems to make no _ progress.” 
“She’s anchored,” replied the sailor. 
“That’s just how it is with many of us,” 
said the gentleman in answer, “there is 
everything ‘to help us on in our heaven- 
ward journey, but we can make no 
progress at all because we are anchored 
to something here on earth—some sin 
indulged in, or some worldliness we will 
not give up.”—From the Home Messen- 
ger. Sent by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, 
Eng. 

If We Would Be Healthy.—Adding 
on your part all diligence (2 Pet. 1:5). 
“In one of my early pastorates,” says 
Dr. Torrey, “I oh one of my people 
how she was getting along in the Chris- 
tian life. She replied, ‘Very poorly. 
My life is a disgrace to me, to the 
church, and to Jesus Christ.’ .‘Do you 
study your Bible every day?’ I asked. 
‘Oh, no; I study it occasionally when I 
have a little time.’ A little baby was 
lying in the perambulator near by, and I 
said, ‘Suppose you should feed that 
baby once in two hours to-day, and once 
in six hours to-morrow, then let it go 
without eating at all for three or four 
days; do you think the child would 
grow?’ ‘No,’ she said. - ‘I think the 
.. child would die under the treatment.’ 
‘And yet that is just the way you are 
treating your soul. Be constant in your 





efforts, and you will develop: a noble 
Christian life.’"—From the Christien 


‘ing in, 
-And.if you want to -know-what. some of | 





Age. Sent by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, 
Eng. 

30,000 Dry Arguments.—And in your 
knowledge self-control (v. 6). A Penn- 
sylvania saloonkeeper came South to 
visit his son, in Camp Greene. I asked 
him how he liked the place. “Like it?” 
he replied, “I thank that my boy 
is down here training. The sight of 
30,000 young men, enjoying themselves 
without drinking a drop, has made me 
a prohibitionist. I’m going home, close 
out my saloon and get into some other 
line.” You Pennsylvanians, to wh m it 
is going to rake so mu-h difference, had 


better ponder my words—absolute pro- |. 


hibition is almost here.—From the Chris- 
tian Advocate. Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


Which Are You? — And in your 
knowledge self-control; and in your self- 
control patience; and in your patience 
godliness (v. 6). “How fragrant you+ 
are this morning!” said the gravel walk 
to a sprig of mignonette. “Yes,” said 
the mignonette, “I have been trodden 
upon and bruised, and it has brought 
forth all my sweetness.” “But,” said 
the gravel walk, “I, too, am trodden on 
every day, and I only grow harder.” 
Which shall it be with you and me, be- 
loved: “The Almighty hath dealt very 
bitterly with me,” or “Though he slay 
me, yet will I trust him’? Our-choice 
will either make or unmake us.—From 
Record of Christian Work. Sent by 
Mrs. T. P. Fletcher, Boydton, Va. 


Her Answered Prayer.—For if these 
things are yours and abound, they make 
you to be not idle nor unfruitful unto 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ 
(v. 8). A minister calling on on old 
negress found her bending over a wash- 
tub, and asked: “Aunt Dinah, don’t you 
get very tired doing that hard work?” 
“Oh, yes, Massa!” she replied. “I haven’t 
got much strength; but I ask de Lord, 
and He gives me the spirit of washin’!” 
When the Lord gives us the spirit of 
service the heaviest tasks will become 
do-able . and. endurable.— Abbreviated 
from The Sunday at Home. Sent by J. 
B. James, Toronto, Can. The prize for 
this week is awarded to this illustration. 


Not the Shady Side.—The path of 
righteousness is as the dawning light, 
That shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day (Golden Text). “You are 
on the shady side of seventy, I expect r 
was asked of an old man. “No,” was 
the reply, “I am on the sunny side; for 
I am on the side nearest to glory.”— 
From “Pushing to the Front,” by Orison 
Swett Marden. Sent by Emma C. Fisk, 
Boonville, N. Y. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the life thou dost confer 
upon us, and for the growth that is guided 
and quickened by thee. We pray that our 
growth may be unto increasing strength for 
thy service, and rooted in thy will. May we 
see clearly our dependence upon thee, and 
have no pride in what we may suppose is 
our own strength. May we learn anew our 
own weakness in order to clear the way for 
a new experience of thy strength. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Some boys get 
smaller as they grow bigger. And some 
irls, too. Can’t be done? Well, it is 
one, more’s the pity, again and again. 
It wasn’t so with the boy Jesus.. He 
advanced in what ways, as Luke de- 
scribes his growth? . Yes; but some 
boys grow in favor with the wrong set 
of fellows, and not with. God, Some 

ow in stature, but not in wisdom. 

ou see a boy or a girl can hinder 
growth by refusing to follow God’s 
plan for growth. So while you may 
weigh more on the grocers’ scales than 
last. year, and reach a higher mark on 
the door frame at home, it’s just possi- 
ble that the life withia that’ folks ‘call. 
you has not grown. ~ Growth is*sure if 
you are giving Jesus his whole way in 
your: life, for-it is. only his life work- 
us that can give us true growth. 


the signs“ ofa growing life really are, 
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just think again of the marks of growth 
given in the Second Epistle of. Peter, 
chapter 1, verses 5-8. The grocer’s scales 
and the marks on the door frame don’t 
tell the whole story. But here is the 


LIFE 





ODLY 
ROWING 


THE 


Let’s not suppose that any other kind 
can be the fruit-bearing, useful life we 
want to live. : 


PHILADELPHIA. 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
“Where He leads me I will follow.” 
“Upon a wide and stormy sea.” 
“ Guide me, O Thou great Iehovah.” 
“ Saviour, like a Shepherd lead us.” 
“Take my life and let it be.” 
“ My soul, be on thy guard.” 

More love to Thee, O Christ.” 
“I love Him.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
tical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 18 : 25-30 (34 : 1-3). 
Psalm 46: 1-11 (106 : 1-4). 
Psalm 43: 1-s§ (100: 1-3). 
Psalm 29: 1-11 (63 : 1-4). 
Psalm g: 1-10 (19 : 1-3). 





[ Department Helps ] 





For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
ESSON Teacuinc. — Childhood is 


God’s time for growing. 


Notes——On February 24 the Primary 
topic was “Jesus Telling a Story About 
Growing,” with Luke 2:52 as the mem- 


ory verse. To-day’s material contains’ 


the same verse as the climax of Jesus’ 
growth and should “be emphasized, 
rather than’ Psalm’ 29:11. The Feb- 
ruary story was about the growth of 
seed, while to-day’s is “Growing 
Stronger,” referring to people. The 
temperance application should be made. 


Introduction.—Last spring when peo- 
ple planted seeds, what did they expect 
them to do? Because seeds, plants, 
bushes, trees, and flowers were expected 
to grow in God’s way the harvest time 
has come for some kinds of grain and 
fruit. 

“ Nothing’s so small nor hidden so well, 
That God cannot find it and presently tell 
His sun where to shine and his rain where 

t2 go, 

Helping, helping them grow.” 

(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Wapello, Iowa, 28 
cents.) 


Animals and people grow, too. Who 
is our tallest child? hat makes the 
body grow strong and tall? Which 


child can read and write? Our lessons 
at school help our minds to grow 
stronger. The body is the house in 
which the mind lives. In each body is 
a heart, which should be kept clean and 
pure so that it may grow to love every- 
thing which is beautiful. and good. 

In each body there is also a soul 
which can grow to know and love God. 
Our parents and friends can see the body 
which we carry with us wherever we go, 
but only God can see and know what is 
in our minds, hearts, and souls. When 
Jesus was on earth he taught, Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, with all thy soul, with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength. Jesus 
grew in the very best way. As we learn 
about him we may grow in the same 
way. Childhood is God’s time for grow- 
ing. - 

“Christ was once a little baby, 

Just like you and me; 

Born in Bethlehem of Judah, 
Far across the sea. 

Day by day the little Jesus 
Grew like you and me, 

Learned to say a prayer to heaven 
At hig-mother’s- knee.” 

(Primary~’ and Janice Hymnal, Heidelberg 
Press, Philadelphia, 35 cents.) ; 








JULY 20, 1918 


Lesson Story.—Arrange several pic- 
tures of the child Jesus, using Hoffman’s 
Boy Jesus in the Temple to emphasize 
to-day’s story. Describe the Nazareth 
home among the hills, Joseph’s - 
ter shop, and the village fountain, whi 
supplied the homes with water. Jesus 

w stronger as he helped Mary and 
oseph. His mind grew s' as he 
rned at home and school; his heart 
and soul grew stronger as he thought 
of his Heavenly Father in the quiet 
night or as he wandered among the hills, 


and when he prayed. Jesus knew the * 


promis My help cometh from the 
rd, which made heaven and earth; 
“a will give strength unto his peo- 


ple. 

Like a good Boy Scout, Jesus watched 
for chances to help others. So Jesus 
advanced in wisdom and stature, and in 
favor with God and men. 

When he was twelve a wonderful 
event came in his life. Tell of the trip 
to Jertsalem, and the fine buildings to 
see, especially the temple, where he was 
carried when a little baby. Tell of the 
crowds at the feast and of the men who 
met at the temple to talk.’ These inter- 
ested Jesus so much that he did not 
start home with the others. Continue 
the graphic story in Bible language. 
Back to Nazareth Jesus went to live 
and grow until he became a man. He 
grew in body, mind, heart, and soul. 

After the Story—How many years 
must pass before you are twelve years 
old? Would you like to grow in the 
Jesus way? Good plain food, pure 
water and milk, plenty of sleep, some 
work and play. will help each body to 
grow strong. There are enemies around, 
who. will try to spoil the good body 
which God gave to you. 

“God gave me this good body, 

To grow both strong and tall; 
Tobacco helps to spoil it, 
And so does Alcohol— 
Into my mouth they shall not go, 
When tempted, I will answer, No!’ 


Talk of the training of the soldiers 
that they may do their best service in 
war. verybody should, train, to,, do 
their best when peace, comes... 

Peoria, Itt. 


rye 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week~ 


Introduction: The power for growth 
imparted by Christ, desired by all young 
people. . 

The. injunctions to grow, the instruc- 
tions for growth, the measure of _ 
growth, and its final consummation, in 
Scripture. 











HE distinguishing mark of our 

Christian faith, above all false .re- 
ligions, is its power; the power not.only 
of ‘transforming a life by its presence 
there, as a beautiful flower can trans- 
form an unattractive room without really 
changing that room at all, but the power 
of growth into the very likeness of the 
great incentive and model of that 
growth, Jesus Christ himself. His very 
strength is so. transfused and infused 
into the receiving life that it grows in 
his strength into the measure. of the 
stature of his fulness, when he shall 
present his own “faultless before the 
presence of his glory” (Col. 1: 9-12, 19- 
22; Eph. 3: 14-21; Jude 24). (1) 

You will not, of course, want to open 
your lesson for young girls with such 
an abstract statement, however true and 
blessed it is, but shall we not rest our 
own, faith afresh on this everlasting 
foundation truth, that out of full hearts 
we may speak those “winged words” 
that shall reach the hidden depths of 
their young hearts? For right here an- 
other blessed truth meets us,—that all 
young hearts hunger for power, growth, 
increase in strength. Any religion that 
offers them only a static condition of 
safety has small attraction for _ them. 
Then let us thank God ours is infinitely 
more than that, and seek to present it in 
all its power to our hungry. young 
listeners.-- Perhaps you-may-begin class 
in some such way as this: (2) , 
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 4 (Lakes: 42-52; 2Pet.1:5-8) 


“When school closed last June, a cer- 
tain unambitious big girl who had idled 
all her year away, apparently all _un- 
concerned by her teachers’ faithful 
warnings of the coming failure, wept 
bitterly when she read on her last re- 
port card, “Not Promoted.” She 
thought she didn’t care about ddvanc- 
ing in wisdom and rank and respon- 
sibilities, but she did, with a real if un- 
recognized desire. What one of us 
does not? Do you not remember the 
keen delight it used to be to measure 
yourself the old door-post or some 
mark on the wall, from year to year, to 
see how much you had grown in stature? 
And how the young knitters of these 
war days like to measure the work in 
hand by the standard to see how nearly 
accomplished it may be! I wonder if 
we are as eager as that over the growth 
of our souls? God is, and infinitely 
more eager, for his Word is full of in- 
junctions to grow, instructions as to 
how to grow, the measure of growth, 
and the glorious consummation of our 
growth in that favor with God and men 
in which Jesus advanced from his baby 
days onward. Shall we search out some 
of these to-day?” (3) 

The last word in Peter’s last letter 
(2 Pet. 3:18) is a direct injunction to 
“grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 
He tells us very exactly what he means 
by this “grace” in another place, 2 Peter 
1:5-8. If your girls are quite young, 
substitute such concrete examples of 
spiritual growth as the boy Samuel’s 
(1 Sam, 2:26) and John the Baptist’s 
(Luke 1:80); or, best of all, the boy 
Christ’s, already alluded to (Luke 2: 
40 and 52) rather than this~last-men- 
tioned passage in Peter. 

As always with our Heavenly Father, 
he tells us how_to do the commanded 
thing, as you have noticed in the refer- 
ences already quoted. But here are 
other explicit directions for the growth 
he expects of us; through the Word 
(1 Pet. 2:2); by advancing to new 
viewpoints (1 Cor. 13:11; 14: 20; 1 Tim, 
4:15; Heb. 5: 12-14); by ‘overcoming 
temptation (1° John 2:14).~ In other 
words, we must grow’ spirithally as -we 
grow physically, by the continued and 
regular use of the part we wish to de- 
velop. Think often and deeply about 
those things that you wish were in 
your Christian life, and do _ those 
things commanded as you find them in 
God’s Word. Do not forget that as 
moyement is the means of exercise for 
the body, so prayer is the means for ex- 
ercise Of soul. .True.prayer does move 
the soul. hse i 

When once we feel that we are grow- 
ing we shall, like the growing children, 
love to measure ourselves by our stan- 
dard, who is Jesus Christ. Now even 
the little child understands that this 
measuring does not produce the growth, 
and that he himself has not actually ac- 


‘complished thé new itches thus re- 


corded, He ‘has obeyed the laws of 
feeding and exercise and the growth 
has’ resulted “naturally,” we say. Just 
as “natural” is the growth of the spirit 
as we obey the laws God has given us 
for that growth, and the growth is no 
more a matter of our own accomplish- 
ment in this case than in the other. 
And as long as our standard is the only 
true one, as laid down for us in God’s 
Word (Eph. 4:13), we can never be 
tempted. to boast. (4) 

Yet with what joy may we look for 
that time promised us in Christ, when we 
shall one day actually reach “the meas- 
ure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ,” when we shall have grown unto 
that perfection he teaches us is to be 
our aim! (Matt. 5: 48; Heb. 6:1.) And 
when we remember that all this marvel- 
ous growth is in his strength, not ours, 
we need never be discouraged as to its 
attainment, and every step in that path 


of obedience of which we learned last |. 


Sunday, though difficult, becomes dear. 
Shall any of us then be satisfied to re- 
main as we began the Christian life, 
only “babes in Christ”? We shall be 
satisficd only when we awake “in his 
likeness,” and see him as he is. (5) 
‘Insist upon the constant use of Bibles 








summer lessons. Give the needed refer- 
encés, on , to certain ones, ahead 
of class, if you must conserve time, but 
have them read from the Word right 


there in 
Home Study 

Suggest the memorizing of the splen- 
did poem on “A 4 Woman,” in 
Proverbs 31: 10-21. Its poetic beauty is 
brought out in the American Standard 
Version. 

Attanta, Ga. 

we 


Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William 0. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Reporting on answers the boys had 
received from prominent people to the 
question: “What is the most impor- 
tant el t of 

An analysis of the character of the 
boy. Jesus as given in the lesson from 
Luke, and a comparison with the boys’ 
reports and the Scout law. 

Being a Christian is not outward imi- 
tation, but inward appropriation, of 
Christ. 














E HAD a temperance lesson this 

Sunday, but not just temperance 
against whiskey. It was the all-round 
temperance that miakes a fellow strong 
and successful. 

For our home study work we were 
each to ask three persons what they 
‘counted the most important factor in 
success. So teacher called for our re- 
ports the first thing. 

Fatty had pulled off a good stunt in 
asking the superintendent of this divi- 
sion on the Big. Four, who came through 
here last week in his private car. His 
father introduced him, and Fatty fired 
the question at him straight off. 

“Education,”, was his answer... “Stick 
to your books, sonny,” he said, “train 
your mind to think and know; then 
some day’ you may get.my job.” So 
teacher wrote Education on the board. 
Fatty’s other.two. were his. father and 
the; section boss, and they both said: 
“hard. work.” So. teacher wrote that 
down, too. 

For my three I had chosen Mr. Kel- 
ler, our minister, Professor James, and 
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# mother. But none of them said 
what you'd expect. Mr. Keller gave 
“a strong, ca body” as the most 
necessary thing. I guess that’s because 
he has nervous indigestion himself. I 
thought he’d say religion, but he prob- 
ably took that for granted, as you would 
life. He often says religion is life, and 
without it a man is dead inside, even 
though he walks around. 


_ Professor James was for religion, 
when I thought he would be for edu - 
tion, sure. e said the greatest power 


in life is a realization of our account- 
ability to God and of his power in our 
lives. And mother puts friendship first. 


| She says the boy or man who can win 


the respect and love of his fellow-men 
will surely succeed in life if he keeps 
himself worthy of their friendship. 

Well, that’s the way it went on till we 
had quite a list on the board. Carl 
asked their old colored cook for one, and 
she said: “Law, chile, jes’ mind yer 
paw and maw an’ yo’ll be all right”; and 
Bulldog Jones. went to Mike Casey, the 
oliceman on his beat, and this was 

like’s answer: “Good habits, don’t 
drink, or smoke, or swear, or stay out 
nights; obedience to authority, of the 
law, your teacher, or your boss; faith- 
ful discharge of duty to God and man; 
then you'll] be a success even if. you 
never get promoted higher than walk- 
ing a beat.” Teacher said that was the 
best answer yet, a three-in-one answer, 
and policemen like that were a credit to 
the town, and I think so, too. 

Then we read the lesson in Luke, 
about Jesus having such ‘a fine visit to 
the temple that he forgot to go home. 
But he went all right when they called 
him. Teacher asked us how many of 
the things on the board we could find 
in these verses about Jesus. So we went 
at it. Of course there was religion. He 
went to God’s house, and wanted to be 
about his Father’s business. Then there 
were duty and obedience. He went home 
and: was subject to his parents. We 
know he did his best at his work, and 
kept’ from bad habits. But teacher 
showed us that verses 40 and. 52 told 
the most. Here was a* strong, healthy 
body, “grew, and waxed strong”; an 
education, “advancéd in wisdom’; 
friendship, “in favor with God and 
men”; and in spiritual power, “the 
grace of God was upon him.” That 








The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


“If only I had 
less nursing 
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during th* lass discussions of all these | 








407 


matched about every point id dur list 
on the board. 

Then teacher sprung a surprise on us. 
He had us stand up and repeat the 
twelve points of the Scout law, and I 
declare if they were not just about 
what we had on the board and about 
what Jesus was: “A scout is trust- 
worthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, cour- 
teous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, 
brave, clean, reverent.” (1) 

Jesus was a good Scout,” remarked 
Bulldog. But teacher said no, the men 


to model its principles after the ideal 
character of Jesus, so that a good Scout 
would know how to be like Christ. But 
he said we must not try to imitate 
Christ’s virtues in our outward life, by 
our own strength, but let the Spirit of 
the risen Christ live in our hearts, and 
make us like him, inside and out. I 
think if everybody did that the tem- 
perance question would be settled at 
once and forever. (2) 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Luke 10: 25-37; Gal. 6: 1-10 
How did Jesus come to tell this 

parable of the good Samaritan? 

Why did Jesus pick the Jerusalem- 
Jericho road for the scene of his story? 
Why should the priest and Levite be 
expected to help the injured man? 
Why would a Samaritan be unlikely 
to help? 

In what way did Jesus change the law- 
yer’s question around? 

How did this parable answer the law- 
yer’s question? 

Terre Haute, Inp. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer: | 





August 11. Lessons in Nature’s School, Prov, 
_ 6: 6-8; John 12; 24, 25, 

August 18, Using Our Pens for Christ. Luke 
"1 f'1-43 3 John 1-14. 


Frontier. Psa. 107 : 33-43. ; 
September 1. All for Christ, III. Our Tongues. 
Jas. 3: 1-12. (Consecration. meeting,) 





Sunday, ‘August 4 


All for Christ. 2. Our Ambitions 
(Phil. 3 : 4-11) 
(Consecration Meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Effort to rise (Luke 13 : 23-30). 
Tues.—To win the prize (1 Cor. 9: 24-27). 
Wed.—Wrong ambitions (Matt. 20: 
20-28), 

Thurs.—Ambitious to serve (Isa. 6: 
1-8). 

Fri—Ambitious to build (2 Sam. 7: 


3-17). 
Sat.—Ambitious to- know God (Psa. 27: 
1-14). 











What is your greatest aim in life? 

Why should Christ be consulted about our 
aims? 

Why should spiritual ambitions be su- 
preme? 


“TY ATHER,” said a child, “what does 

ambition mean?” “To be ambitious 
for something,” the father replied, “is 
to seek the honor of it.” “That is too 
hard,” said the child, “can’t you make it 
simpler?” “It means,” said the father 
trying again, “to want something higher 
than what you have.” “I think I under- 
stand that,” said the child. To be am- 
bitious for Christ would mean to want 
Him very much. 


There are three places in the Greek 
New Testament where the word ambi- 
tious occurs. They are Romans 15: 20, 
2 Corinthians 5:9, 1 Thessalonians 4: 
11. In the King James Version the one 
Greek word which is used in all three of 
these passages is translated differently 
in each one. In the American Standard 
Revised it is translated uniformly in the 
first two but differently in the third. 


.The Greek: word means literally. not: to 








t , r —_ » es ee 


“make it one’s aim” or to “study,” but to 


who outlined scouting were wise enough . 


August 25. The Power of the Cross on the , 
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“seek the honor 0°.” What is the honor 
of whose seeking Paul speaks? The 
honor of preaching the Gospel where it 
had not been preached before. T 
honor of pleasing Christ, whether Pero | 
or dead. The honor of being quiet, o 
minding one’s own business, and of 
working with one’s own hands. These 
are unusual ambitions. Do we cherish 
them? » 


Our word “ambition” comes from the 
Latin. It means “going about,” and it 
refers to the candidate f r office, called 
candidate (from candidatus, “white- 
robed”), from the white robe which he 
wore who went about soliciting votes. 
The meaning is much-the same as that 
of the Greek word “to seek the honor 
of.” Only in this case it was an office. 
In English, however, we can very well 

ut the word right into the verses where 

aul says he is ambitious, or wants 
others to be, to evangelize the unevan- 
gelized, to please Christ and to be a 
quiet and industrious worker. 


God does not mean us to be without 
ambition. He only means that our am- 
bitions shall be set on right objects. 
Covetousness is a bad thing when its 
spirit and. objects are bad. “But covet 
earnestly the best gifts,” says Paul 
(1 Cor. 12:31). “Seek the things that 
are above, where Christ is. Set your 
mind on the things that are above” (Col. 
3:1, 2). 





“Religion,” said Butler, of Butler’s 
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“Analogy,” “does not demand new 
affections, but only claims the direction 
of those we already have. Let the man 
of ambition go on still.” “The citizens 
of the Holy City,” said Augustine, “who 
live after fear and are ambitious, 

ieve and rejoice,~and because their 
ie is right, they have all their affec- 
tions right also.” 


William Penn, in “Some Fruits of 
Solitude,” reflects in his wise old-fash- 
ioned way on ambition: 


“They that soar too high often fall 
hard; which makes a low and level 
dwelling preferable. : 

“The tallest trees are most in the 
power of the winds, and ambitious men 
of the blasts of fortune. 

“They are most seen and observed, 
and most envied. Least quiet, but most 
talked of, and not often to their ad- 
vantage. 

“Those buildings had need of a good 
foundation that lie so much exposed to 
weather. 

“Good works are a rock that will 
support their credit; but ill ones a sandy 
foundation that yields to calamities. 

“And truly they ought to expect no 

ity in their fall, that when in power 
had no bowels for the unhappy. 

“The worst of distempers; always 
craving and thirsty, restless and hated. 
A perfect delirium in the mind, insuffer- 
able in success, and in disappointments 
most revengeful.” 


New Yor« City. 





Under the Library Lamp 
with Britain’s Choicest Books 





An intimate glimpse, given every few weeks, of the most notable of thanew British 
books in religious fields, as seen by David M'Intyre, Senior Minister of Finnieston 
United Free Church, and Principal of the Bible Training Institute, Glasgow, Scotland. 
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A Kingdom in a Class-Room 





This article reviews “Andrew Bruce 
Davidson, D.D., LL.D.,” by James 
Strahan, D.D. (Hodder and Stough- 
ton, London, New York, Toronto. 
1917). 
ROFESSOR STRAHAN has written 
his master’s life from the view- 
point of the student, and this is right, 
for the class-room was Professor Da- 
vidson’s kingdom. His former students 
do not allow that any teacher has been 
greater than he. 

Andrew. Davidson was born in the 
little farmhouse of Kirkhill, in the par- 
ish of Ellon, in Aberdeenshire, that most 
famous county. There is a saying in the 
north, “Haud awa’ Aberdeen, and twal 
mile atour, and what hae ye?” as if the 
virtue and intelligence of Scotland 
were concentrated in that little domain. 
And indeed the prowess of its sons has 
made Aberdeenshire great in the earth, 
From crofters’ homes in that stern-faced 
region men have gone out to do exploits 
in ali the earth. Once, at a meeting of 
the General Assembly, a knot of men 
came together. As .it happened, all but 
one had come from Aberdeenshire. 
Naturally, the talk fell on the affairs of 
the gray county. The southerner, feel- 
ing his isolation, asked rather impa- 
tiently, “Is it a sin not to have been born 
in Aberdeenshire?” Dr. Davidson 
slowly replied, “Well, I would not say 
that it is actual sin, but it certainly is 
original sin.” 

Dr. Davidson’s father was convinced 
that there never was a worse herd than 
Andrew, but he was not unwilling that 
the cows should eat his corn, provided 
his son should become book-learned. 
His mother’s prayers drew him to the 
ministry of the Gospel: there he found 
the home of his spirit. Dr. Taylor Innes 
has said of his sermons that they are 
all “variations upon his own utterance 
that ‘whatever be the outside of our 
lives, the inside is God.’” But great as 
he was as a preacher, he judged that his 
true sphere of service for the kingdom 
was the teacher’s desk. 


So he succeeded “Rabbi” Duncan in 
the Chair of Oriental Literature in the 
New College, Edinburgh. Duncan was 
a marvelous man. It was said of him 
that he could “talk his way to the wall of 
China.” But he was no mere linguist; 
his wayside conversations were reported 
by Professor Knight, and _ entitled, 
“Deep-sea Soundings.” And he -was a 
great saint. But that touch, of childlike- 
ness which often attaches itself. to 
genius made him less useful as a pro- 
fessor than one might have hoped. At 
one time, at the opening of the class- 
lecture, he would be so “led out” in 
prayer that he would continue till the 
bell rang for the next class, and he 
opened his eyes*to see the class-room 
empty. At another time, he would. look 
up from some point of Hebrew grammar 
or interpretation, and say with pathetic 
simplicity, “Dear young gentlemen, I 
have just had a sight of Jesus.” Dr. 
Strahan tells that one morning he said 
to Robert, his janitor, “Oh, Robert, I 
am not worthy to lecture to my class. I 
doubt I’m not a Christian at all.” 

Robert replied, “Weel, Doctor, ye ken 
that best yersel’, but pit on your goon, 
the lads are waitin’ ye.” 

The average student learned only a 
modicum of Hebrew grammar in Dun- 
can’s class-room, but, as Dr. Rainy once 
remarked, “Duncan’s brains were well 
worth picking.” “And Davidson needed 
no one to guide him through the intri- 
cacies of ‘Hebrew accidence. Dr. James 
Robertson relates that when he was 
nominated Professor of Hebrew in the 
University of Glasgow, he met Dr. Dav- 
idson. The latfer said to him, “What 
line of study do you now propose to 
take up?” 

Robertson, with a dry smile, replied, 
“I thought of directing my attention for 
a time to Hebrew grammar.” 

“Ah,” said Davidson, “there is a great 
deal to be done in that direction.” 

As a teacher Davidson was without 
peer. No one was allowed to “slack” in 
his class; and in the quietest way he 
could repel the forward student. Once 


now himself a professor, remarked, 
“Dr. Davidson, there seems to be some 
confusion in your thirteen heads.” 
“Sir,” was the retort, “the confusion 
is not in my thirteen heads, but in your 
one.” 
Another student came to him with a 
parade of intellectual difficulties. Dav- 
idson heard him patiently, then said, 
“Well, my y: friend, I am glad you 
have told me this; it enables me to as- 
sure you that your difficulties are not 
intellectual.” 
Sometimes his quiet words burned 
like fire; but there was no unkindness 
in his heart: he was one of the most 
generous-minded of men. His love for 
ge life, too, was quite extraordinary. 
n the Biographica Introduction to 
“The Called of God” Dr. Taylor Innes 
writes: “When I spent ten’ days with 
him in Rome we continually lost him in 
the Corso, for our comrade had stopped 
to pat the cheek and follow the steps of 
some rosy peasant boy from the Cam- 


t was Dr. Davidson’s custom to give 
several lectures, at the opening of each 
college session, on the Divine authority 
of Scripture. His deeply reverent treat- 
ment of the subject added weight to the 
argument. Afterwards he proceeded on 
the understanding that this little library 
of Holy Writings was instinct with the 
breath of-God. Thus, at a time when 
questions of criticism were loudly in- 
sistent, he was enabled to confirm the 
faith of many. A quaint but touching 
incident shows that his profound rever- 
ence fcr the Scriptures had been care- 
fully nourished in his cottage home. 

“When ... he was selected as one of 
the Revisers of the Old Testament, his 
mother was utterly bewildered. ‘It’s 
terrible,’ said the dear saint, ‘to think 
of Andrew tamperin’ wi’ Holy Wreet.’ 
... But her son .. . took infinite pains to 
explain the facts to her, he opened her 
per wigree p | - - - he dispelled her 
doubts and fears, until no one was so 
proud as she of his place in the Jeru- 
salem Chamber and his service to the 
Word of God.” 

A simpler story may find a place be- 
side this. One of his students was 
called to the pastoral charge in a south- 
country parish. He asked Dr. David- 
son to introduce him to his people. The 
services of that day were a sacred mem- 
ory to the young knight of God who was 
then girding on his armor. But what he 
was accustomed to characterize as the 
most solemn moment of his life came 
later. That evening, through the thin 
wall of the manse, he overheard his pro- 
fessor praying for him, by name and 
with particularization, for the space of 
half an hour. The grace of those peti- 
tions came to him as an investiture from 
on high. 

And just another reminiscence before 
we shut off the flowing tide of recollec- 
tions of one who walked with God and 
who is not, for God has taken him. “I 
remember,” says the- Rev. Alexander 
Yule, “his being at Cargill at a time 
when there was a deep religious inter- 
est abroad, and that, when he came in 
from a meeting where he had spoken, 
and at which there were earnest in- 
quirers, he took up the big Bible which 
we used at family worship, and said, as 
the tears came down his cheeks, ‘Yes, 
it’s my mother’s plain English Bible that 
does. it.’” 





Books Worth Noting 











The Possible You (By Clara Ewing 
Espey).—A group of simple lessons in 
psychology for boys and girls is made 
interesting through clever analogies, 
such as the telephone switchboard, the 


The short talks have an altruistic aim: 
the formation of good habits and the 
control of the emotions through the 
action of the will, which is called the 
captain of the craft. Children who are 
mature enough for even these sugges- 
tions, however, should have it completed 








in his lecture he brought out some point 
under many sub-divisions. One, who is 


camera, the magnet, the searchlight, etc. 


JULY 20, 1918 : 


Jesus, if permanent results in character 
are to be obtained. (Abingdon Press, 


By William: 
men can 


| New York, 50 cents net.) 


The First 

Jennings Bryan).—Few 
surpass Mr. Bryan in a certain un- 
affected and delightful simplicity of dic-: 
tion. This sermon deals with the idols 
—or ideals—which the modern world 
worships. In classifying them the lec- 
turer eon oo with some 5" 
sent, e “It is so long since 
Sot Be Pr Wy 
eve $ appro ta - 
tion does not embarrass me.” of 
these false gods resolve into the essen- 
tial root, self, and with the analy 
between a stagnant pool—the self-life, 


2 a spring—the _ fed by- 
is r. argues the urgency 
of cbeyin the first _commandmefft. 


(Fleming Sr. Revell Company, New 
York, 35 cents net.) 


Shall Hell Be Vacated? (By Jesse’ 
Forrest Silver.) —There has been need 
of a pamphlet of this kind and this 
pamphlet supplies the need. The 
‘Larger Hope” fallacy is making in- 
sidious and rapid advancement in the 
Church; the war, with its immeasurable 
loss of life and increase of personal : 
sorrow, having given great impetus to 
the doctrine. But here, in easy terms; 
yet with forceful reasoning, is a cor- 
rective of this tendency and one that 
ought to do great good. We are glad 
to see that the book is issued by the 
Bible Institute Colportage Association, 
for under its auspices it is likely to be 
widely circulated. If a second edition 
of the pamphlet is published many will 
hope that the author’s references to the 
heathen (pages 25, 26) will be deleted, 
as they will be counted unnecessary to 
the argument and most unscriptural., 
(Bible Institute Colportage Association, 
Chicago, 15 cents net.) 


Help Those Women (By Frederick 
A. Agar).—“Those” women, whom the 


are the hard-driven Marthas of the 
present-day Protestant church. With 
appreciation for their zeal in wiping 
out various deficits, by whatever means, 
and a chivalrous understanding of their 
practical problems, he very simply lifts 
before their vision that better part 
chosen by Mary. He raises the burden 
of money-raising: from loyal—though 
often indiscreet—women, and places 
giving in its proper category, an act of 
worship. For the energy thus released 
he presents a programme of loving 
service and interesting study, actually at 
work in many churches, which makes 
the Ladies’ Aid a far more potent power 
in 4he service of the Saviour than it ever 
was in the passing days of suppers and 
fairs. Every ‘Ladies-aider” will find in 
this little book a true friend in need. 
(Fleming H. Revell Company, New 
York, 50 cents net.) 


Q. E. D., or New Light on the Doc- 
trine of Creation (By George Mc- 
Cready Price).—Everything that helps 
to a better understanding of the origin 


this little work by an able scientist 
brings forward the most recent discov- 
eries that corroborate the doctrine of 
the real Divine creation as recorded in 
Genesis. Professor’ Price calls his 
book “New Light on the Doctrine of 
Creation,” and in eight chapters dealing 
with such subjects as Matter, Energy, 
Life, Species, the Cell, and Mendelism, 
he adduces impressive arguments. He 
complains that, in spite of the universal 
spread of education and the quick dis- 
semination of news, the common peo- 
ple are still being taught many things 
that scientists outgrew nearly a gene- 
ration ago. This is said with special 
reference to Evolution, and is to be 
commended to, many clergymen and 
other leaders of thought. The author 
gives ample reasons for the hope that is 
in him, and his book deserves the thor- 
ough study of all who are interested in 
these questions, and especially of those 
who are competent to discuss its scien- 
tific contentions. Certainly the author’s 
position carries conviction to conserva- 





with a more fundamental psychology, 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 


tive thinkers. (Fleming H. Revell 
Company, New York, 75 cents net.) 
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author sanely and constructively helps, - 


of the world is to be welcomed, and. 
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.-\‘Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 


young people who are not pro- 
- Christians be permitted to take a 
course in teacher-training ? 
HE first aim should be to gather 
into ‘the class earnest and intelligent 
Christians that they may be trained to 
instruct others in the spiritual verities 
of God’s Word. They must first know 
Christ before*they can successfully wit- 
ness for him. 

But do not gp ig —~ 9 sone the 
class young people of go character 
ies not professed to love Christ. 
The study of the traihing lessons will 

ing them face to face with the claims 
of rist for their love and obedience. 
Numbers of people have been led to ac- 
cept Christ as Lord and Saviour through 
the teacher-training lessons. 





Our school has never had a teacher-train- 
ing class, but recently great interest in that 
subject has been awakened. We could per- 
suade fifty or more people to take up the 
work. Some of these are young people of 
sixteen or seventeen, and others are consid- 
erably older. The Sunday-school superin- 
tendent thinks we should have one large 
class of fifty or sixty people. What would 
you advise? 

HE one advantage of a class of fifty 

or sixty people would be the inspira- 
tion of numbers. The disadvantages 
would be many. ‘It would be easy to 
lecture to such a class, but it would be 
dificult to teach the class. Only. a 
teacher of highest skill could make it 
succeed. 

If you can find«the teachers, five 
classes of. about ten people each will be 
better than one class of fifty people 

It would be better to form one or 
more classes to take ‘the course in the 
Secondary Division of your school. 
Possibly you could form a department 
with two or three classes for training in 
the Intermediate Department or in the 
Senior Department of the school. The 
adults who desire to take the course, in- 
cluding active Sunday-school teachers, 
may be organized into a class to take 
the course during the week. 





South Carolina.—I would like to have copies 
of any Sunday-school helps you have, includ- 
ing Teacher-training courses. As president 
of the Sunday-school convention of my de- 
nomination, I want to interest my schools in 
the best helps.—D. J. M. 

NE of the best books I know on the 

general work of the Sunday-school 
is “The Sunday School at Work,” edited 
by John T. Faris, D.D. (Westminster 
Press, -Philadelphia, $1.25). The sec- 
tions of the book were written by spe- 
cialists representing four or five denomi- 
nations. THe material is up-to-date and 
of great value to Sunday-school execu- 
tives. 

On the work of the Sunday-school 
teacher I have an ever increasing appre- 
ciation of “Teaching and Teachers,” by 
Dr. H. Clay Trumbull (Scribners, $1.25). 
A number of books on the subject have 
appeared since Dr. Trumbull’s book was 
written, but none of them reaches- the 
heart of the matter so effectively, and 
few if any of the more recent books are 
so interesting. The usual book on 
teaching” is too technical for the aver- 


‘age Sunday-school teacher. 


Quite a number of teacher-training 
courses are available. Some of these 
are difficult and impractical; others are 
simple and helpful. Your own denomi- 
nation may have a satisfactory course 
to offer. If so, I should advise that it 
be used. The following are successful 
text-books for the training of teachers: 


“Training the Teacher,” by Schauffler 
and others (The Sunday School Times 
Co., 35 cents, postpaid). 





“Teacher Training Lessons,” Hurlbut 
(The Methodist Book Concern, 30 


cents). 
“Preparation for Teaching,” Oliver (The 
Westminster Press, 25 cents). 


The first named is the most difficult, 
the others more popular in treatment. 
You will do well to examine all the 
teacher-training text-books you can find, 
as some other book may meet your needs 
better than those named. 


we 
Adult Class Questions 


Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Aduit Department 


I desire advice on a new mame for our or- 
Men’s Bible . Ten years ago 
the class was started and given the name of 
the founder. During the past few years the 
founder’s activities have been required in 
other lines, and he is not now actively iden- 
tified with the class, and, as the original ‘ele- 
ment has disappeared to a certain extent, 
there is agitation for a new name. This is 
the founder’s own suggestion.—J. K. C. 
T IS difficult to recommend any one 
name for your class. Many classes 
take names that indicate the relationship 
of the men to each other, and of the 
class to the Sunday-school or church, 
such as Loyal Sons, Loyal Men, Brother- 
hood, Business Men’s, Friendly, etc. 
Others take names from great church 
or missionary leaders like Wesley, Liv- 
ingstone, etc., while others seek names 
from the Word of God, such as Bar- 
aca, Berean, etc. Still others choose 
names that indicate service, like Yoke- 
Bearers, Yoke Fellows, Friendly Help- 
ers, Soul Winners, etc. Still other 
names that might’ be suggested are 
Twentieth Century, New Era, Pilgrims, 
Fraternity, The Regulars, Friendly Vol- 
unteers, and Truth Seekers. 





Alabama.—How much time should be given 
to the social life of the adult Bible class, 
Social Committee work, plans, social gather- 
ings, etc.—B. B. G. 

HE Sunday session of the Bible class 

is primarily for instruction and les- 
son discussion. There should be suffi- 
cient time given to social life each Sun- 
day to introduce properly and welcome 
the strangers, new members, or visitors; 
to make every 6ne fecl at home in the 
house of God, and to announce properly 
the social events to be held during the 
week. 

The Social Committee should take 
sufficient time to study the place and 
value of social life in religious educa- 
tion and the development of Christian 
character. The committee should meet 
often enough to plan car fully a well- 
balanced schedule of social events, with 
a rich and adequate program for each 
one. The number and nature of these 
gatherings in your local Sunday-school 
should be determined after a careful 
study of the social events planned by 
other church organizations in which the 
class members are expected to participate. 





Ask Marion Lawrance! 











Illinois.—What is the best method of fur- 
thering temperance instruction?—M. O. C. 
HERE is no “best” method. The 
only best method is to'use all meth- 
ods; that is, all proper methods. Any 
one method loses: its power if adhered 
to continuously. If pledge-signing 
were kept up every Sunday, you would 
soon discover that it had ‘lost its inter- 
est, and yet pledge-signing is good, and 
ought to be used. A five-minute tem- 
perance talk from the platform before 
the teaching period, once a month, is 
fine. Material is not lacking for ‘such 
talks. These talks, however, should not 
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be prosy, but full of snap and power. 
Emphasizing temperance in the teaching 
of. the lesson is always in order. It can 
be done in many lessons that are not 
set apart as temperance lessons. 

No wise teacher will ever lose an op- 
portunity to put in a temperance appli- 
cation. Announcing tothe Sunday- 
school, especially in the Adult Division, 
the coming elections, indicating the can- 
didates that are chosen by the temper- 
ance forces; calling for the signing of 
petitions wherever that is necessary, and 
furnishing canvassers for that purpose ; 
putting up temperance posters in the 
church and in the neighborhood; dis- 
tributing temperance literature; holding 
an occasional temperance meeting out- 
side.of the Sunday-school—all of these 
are good, and there is a place for each. 

No Sunday-school is really alive to 
its opportunity to-day, especially in the 
United States, that is not bringing every 
power in its control to bear upon the 
great nation-wide temperance fight now 
going on. The churches and Sunday- 
schools can not only make this country 
dry, but they can keep it dry. Nor are 
we to imagine that when the country 
goes dry, as it will, the temperance 
work is done; it is only just beginning. 
To maintain a dry nation will require 
constant attention and vigilance, for in 
the last analysis the only thing that will 
finally settle the matter and settle it 
right, is the conscientious, deliberate 
practise of total abstinence on the part 
of all. It will readily be seen that this 
is impossible to maintain while human 
appetite is what it is; hence the neces- 
sity of constant teaching. The Sunday- 
school will not lose its job as a temper- 
ance society when the country goes dry. 





Iowa.—Recommend some good books for 
boys and girls from twelve to twenty years 
of age—not the goody-goody kind, but books 
that will grip young life and stimulate to 
noble action and living.—M. N. 

AM glad of an opportunity to speak a 

good word for a new set of books re- 
cently from the Macmillan Press. There 
are eight books in the series; the general 
title is “The King’s Highway Series.” 
Each book has a separate title, such as, 
“The Way of the Gate,” “The Way of 
the King’s Gardens,” “The Way of the 
Green Pastures,” etc, The real purpose 
of this series of books is to re-enforce 
the moral and religious training of the 
home and school. Virtues are set over 
against vices, temperance against intem- 
perance, chastity against smoking and 
impurity, gratitude against ingratitude, 
heroism against cowardice, and thus 
through a long line of subjects relating 
to the life of the body, mind, and soul. 
The readings consist of short extracts 
from the finest and noblest literature of 
the world. It appeals to the ambition 
of youth and to the loftiest sentiments ; 
there are frequent passages from the 
Bible; there are great lessons from the 
lives of true men and women; there is 
a wholesome intermingling of prose and 
poetry. “The Red Cross’ Evangel of 
Mercy” is a story of the life of Clara 
Barton; “The Greatest Thing in the 
World” is the thirteenth chapter of First 
Corinthians ; “An Architect of Fortune” 
is the story of Peter Cooper. Every 
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article is followed by some _ simple 

uestions that will enable the reader to 
x in his mind the things he has been 
reading. The books are beautifull 
made and well illustrated. They will 
solve the problem for many a perplexed 
mother of the Sunday afternoon. I can- 
not imagine how young people could 
fail to be attracted to them and bene- 
fited by them. 





Illinois.—Is it right for anybody to teach in 
the Sunday-school who laughs and whispers 
during prayer time?—F. R. A. 

.1O; THIS is certainly not a very 

good preparation for the teaching of 
the lesson. Nevertheless, I am a bit 
concerned to know just what the person 
was doing who discovered that that 
teacher was laughing or whispering. 





Oregon.—In working with foreign-speaking 
people, is it better to comduct the Bible 
school in. English or in the foreign tongue? 
—M. E. N. 

Bb the foreign language in Sunday- 

school work only where it is abso- 
lutely necessary. Introduce the English 
at the earliest possible moment. It is all 
right to hold foreign-speaking religious 
services for those who do not yet under- 
stand the English, but it would be better 
if this were looked upon as a temporary 
matter, to continue only while the Eng- 
lish is being learned. 





Kansas.—How can the high-pressure meth- 
ods of our times, especially in business, be 
overcome for the benefit of the Sunday- 
school?—R. E. B. 
ee glad for this question. Surely 

there are high-pressure methods now- 
adays in every line of activity. We see 
it in this war and in the plans that are 
being carried forward in connection 
with the war. There are high-pressure 
methods in business. We must talk 
through the air and fly through the air. 
It is surely a “go, went, got-there” age 
we are living in. The automobile has 
put the hdérse and buggy out of busi- 
ness. The telephone and telegraph have 
annihilated distance. This tendency 
cannot be “overcome” for the Sunday- 
school; it is here to stay. 

Our questioner has put his finger on 
the weakest point of our Sunday-school 
work to-day. The trouble is that we have 
recognized the high-pressure methods 
in everything except Christian work. If 
we are going to succeed we must put 
some of the ingenuity, enterprise, and 
“go” of the world about us into our 
Sunday-school work. 

This does not refer in any way to 
questionable methods, such as_ high- 
pressure contests for membership or 
money, or anything of that sort. It 
simply means enterprise, adaptation to 
our surroundings, utilizing the spirit of 
the times, getting up early in the morn- 
ing and staying on the task all day. It 
means putting into the Sunday-school 
management some of the features that 
are now being used in the day-school. 
It means the adoption of the very best 
and latest in equipment and methods. 
We must keep up with the procession or 
fall behind. Boys and girls understand 
this; so do men and women. It is just 

( Continued on the next page) ° 








Fall of Rich Suggestive and Illustrative Material 





regarding the Word which abides from age to age 





The Ancestry 
of Our 
English Bible 


By Professor Ira M. Price 


$1.50 postpaid 


The story of the principal versions and 
texts of the Bible, from the earliest known 
translations and manuscripts down through 
the middle ages, even to modern times. It 
is a scholarly treatment, and should be in 
the reference library of the every-day Bible 
student. 

Order through your bookseller, or direct 
from the publishers, 


Widely used as a text-book. 








The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


Personal ; Sending the money with your order saves both yourself and us time and expense. 
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would want to go? 


newing, enlightening ? 


Who’s to blame? 


spiration, 





do you know exactly why? 
church that could or should be changed, so 


What is it in him that needs changing, 


‘¢ The Boy and the Church” by Eugene C. Foster, is a 
book written straight from the heart and the life ex- 
periences of a man who is giving his life for boys. He 
loves them; he 4nows them. And he knows and loves 
the church, and the Head of the church. 


Let this little book into your reading and get its in- 


You may be better able to help the boys and the 
church that you love best. 


Price, 75 cents, Postpaid 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut Street, PHILADELPHIA 


‘ Personal i Sending the money with your order saves both yourself and us time and expense 





If That Boy Doesn’t 
Like to Go to Church 


Is there anything about the 
that he 


reshaping, re- 











The Sunday Saal Tins 


Philadelphia, July 20, 1918 





The Sunday School Times is a weekly , 
journal for adults, in the field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunday-school man- 
agement, and the Christian life and 
service; it goes into every state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than thirty foreign countries. It 
reaches practically every denomination, 
and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest Christian leaders, both 
men and women, laymen and ministers, 
and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. 


Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lincs to the inch). 
For detailed information address The, 
Religious Press Association, 800-803 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either. old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 
postage: : p ; 

1.00 Five or more copies, either 
$ ° to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address, $1 each, per year. 
$ 1.50 One copy, or any number of 

° copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per copy. «One copy, = years, #6. 
+ ne free copy ad- 
Free Copies ditional will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Univer- 
sal Postal Union at the following rate, which 
includes postage: a 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 
21 Warwic« Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or half-yearly subscriptions at the 
above rate, the paper to be mailed direct 
from Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. 
Downie can also supply the other . publica- 
tions of The Sunday chool Times Company. 

The ager is not sent to any subscriber 
tanned a e ‘time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
2631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





Evangelism 
Publications 


Big with Helpfulness 


Low in Cost 





A Soul-Saving Sunday-School 

By Prorgessor Amos R, WELLs and 
A, F, Scuaurrier, D.D. - For teach- 
ers, striking facts, illustrated by 
three charts; and a clear-cut state- 
ment of reasons for the observance 
of Decision Day. Single copy, 3 
cents; 25 cents for one dozen; $1.75 
for one hundred. 


Individual Soul-Winning 

By R. A. Torrey, D.D., CHARLES 
M. ALEXANDER, GrorGeE T. B, Davis, 
CuHarLEs GALLAUDET TRUMBULL, In 
these articles an effective force has 
been set at work in stimulating 
Christians to greater endeavor in 
this line of effort. ro cents each; 
$1.00 a dozen, 


The Life That Wins 


An address (revised) by CHARLEs 
GALLAUDET TRUMBULL before the 
National Convention of the Presby- 
terian Brotherhood of America. tt 
has ‘been the means of bringing 
great blessing into scores of lives, 
Two cents each; 20 cents a dozen; 
$1.50 a hundred. 


Winning Men One by One 


By H. Weitincton Woop. How a 
consecrated business man has used 
his everyday opportunities to win 
men to Chiist. most quickening 
and enlightening book for ever 
Christian, Cloth, 50cents postpaid. 
(Revised. and enlarged. Second edi- 
tion, illustrated.) 


Tak Sunpay ScHoot Times COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, - + Philadelphia 


Personal: Sending the money with your order 
saves both yourself and us time and expense. 
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Ask Marion Lawrance 
( Continued from the preceding page) 
as true of the Sunday-school as it is of 
business. My g friend, E. W. 
Thornton, of Cincinnati, says: s 

“We spend too much time teaching 
the boys to sit on the safety-valve. We 
ought to be teaching them how to run 
the engine.” 

Five hundred men, picked men, high- 
salaried men, many of them drawing 
from ten to twenty-five thousand dollars 
a year, sat for three days in a great 
railway ineering convention in Chi- 
cago recently. Through the courtesy of 
one of the members, Professor H. S. 
Jacoby, of Cornell University, I was 
permitted to enjoy one of their sessions. 
I never saw a brainier lot of men in my 
life. They were spending hours discuss- 
ing methods of economy and efficiency. 
Everything was suggestive of high pres- 
sure and aggressiveness, even though 
they might be discussing methods of 





housing the construction crews 
the tracks. _I could but say to mysel 
I sat there in admiration of their 
ods and aggressive plans: $ 
“When will our pastors, Sunday-school 
superintendents, and teachers wake be | 
to the necessity of doing this kind 
thing for the Sunday-school, out of 
which we get at least two-thirds of our 
church additions, if not three-fourths? 
When will pastors, and su aig sor 
and teachers take the Sunday-school~ 
work seriously enough to gather together 
regularly in their city, county, and State 
Sunday-school conventions to discuss 
these plans that coynt in two worlds? 
Many of them are already wakening to 
the responsibility and opportunity. Ma 
the day soon come when they will ail 
recognize that this is the biggest busi- 


ness on earth, and that the thing that is — 


retarding it more than anything else is 
the failure to put into it the same stud 
and enterprise we are putting into build- 
ing railroads or conducting wars!” 





— 


Your Temperance Questions Answered 


By Margaret Wintringer, °° <377.ci ihe Nations! Sood 








I have a class of. girls from thirteen to 
fifteen years of age, who say they do not see 
why they should have a temperance lesson, 
and some even absent themselves from class 
on Temperance Sunday. Please tell me 
what I shall do. 

SHOULD broaden the lesson to in- 

clude temperance in all things. Cir- 
culate slips of paper, and ask each girl 
to write three things she considers 
harmful as well as alcohol. Collect the 
slips-and read aloud to the class, allow- 
ing a little time for discussion. Then 
mass your statistics and demonstrate 
the greater evil wrought by drink than 
all these others combined. The story of 
Frances Willard, Lady Somerset, Mrs. 
L. M. N. Stevens, and other noted tem- 
perance leaders, will awaken the girls 
to the opportunities for service which 
the temperance work offers. 





How can I refute the statement that war 
prohibition would cause strikes among work- 
men and thus hinder war work and imperil 
victory, to my class of young men? 

SK the boys what is the first thing 

done in time of riot? Saloons are 
closed, Remind them that we have now 
twenty-six prohibition states, and not a 
single strike has occurred through clos- 
ing the saloons m any of these states. 
Cite Great Britain, where the liquor 
trade used this false claim to prevent 
prohibition, and British workmen re- 
pudiate the charge, resent the odium of 
such a charge, and declare that they 
stand twenty to one in favor of prohi- 
bition. The statistics of the recent 
Ohio election refute the charge, where 
Youngstown, Akron, and all the great 
labor centers rolled up great majorities 
for prohibition, 


I have had a class of boys for vears, and 
it has been my effort that, before promotion, 
each member of the class should sign an 
Anti-Cigarette pledge. Scores of these boys 
are now in the training camps, and I am 
alarmed at the prevalence of the cigarette 
and-the inclusion of a package of cigarettes 
in the Comfort Kits. Can you suggest how 
we may catise an arrest of thought concern- 
ing this? 

Qusrese you write a letter for pub- 

lication in your local paper, citing the 
strong indictment of the cigarette by 
business men and efficiency experts. In- 
clude a list of the firms, corporations, 
and professions that have placed a ban 
on cigarettes., Give a brief but strong 
summary of. the testimony of physicians 
concerning its effect ‘upon body and 
mind, and also a roster of the states 
which have. strong Anti-Cigarette laws 
with drastic penalties. against selling or 
giving away cigarettes, and close with 
a friendly but pertinent query as to the 
wisdom. of disregarding such eminent 
authority, menacing the health of our 
soldiers and -violating state laws, in be- 





half of a practise that is European and 





un-American, The question of the in-. 
clusion of cigarettes in our gifts to our 
soldiers who have been taught the evil 
effects of the cigarette habit in the 
schools, and at least sixty percent of 
whom are free from this demoralizing 
habit upon enlistment, presents a wholly 
different question from the practise of 
giving cigarettes. to European soldiers, 
ninety-five percent of whom have ‘ac- 
quired the habit as civilians, and who 
would therefore suffer severely from 
their withdrawal. I feel sure that ‘the 
sentiment in the’ United States is ‘so 
strongly against ‘the cigarette’ that. pub- 
lic opinion only awaits a sane and tact- 
ful presentation of the subject andthe 
suggestion‘of an acceptable substitute to 
save our boys from this peril. et) 





What can I do to safeguard my class of 
young men of draft age, who may soon have 
to enter service, against drink and the 
cigarette? : 
OF COURSE your boys have been 

pledged against these evils, so ‘I 
would suggest a meeting in your home. 
While social meetings are desirable, do 
not make this meeting a social affair, 
rather make it a sacred occasion, an 
hour to be. remembered in these days 
when life is real-and life is earnest. 

Impress the boys with the fact that 
you realize the sublime sacrifice that is 
being made by our American youth. 
Talk over those days of peace which 
seem so far removed from the present, 
and recall the signing of the temperance 
and anti-cigarette pledges; emphasize 
the fact that these pledges were taken 
to increase their efficiency and insure 
their success in industrial, business, and 
professional life. In these days of 
popular newspaper clamor for the sol- 
diers’ Tobacco and Cigarette Funds, it 
is well to recall the testimony of some 
of the captains of industry, of the rail- 
roads, and of the leading newspapers, 
concerning the pernicious effect of the 
Cigarette, that were made a few short 
years ago, Recall some of the strict 
rules of various great private « enter- 
prises against the use of drink and the 
cigarette by their employees. 

Make it manifest that the American 
youth has to-day a bigger job on his 
hands than to win personal success, or 
give his best effort to any private enter- 
prise. If he was asked and was willing 
to forego drink and cigarettes for. busi- 
ness and professional advancement, is it 
not much more important that he should 
‘be willing to make the same sacrifice 
for the success of his country in war? 
Ask for a renewal for country’s. sake 
of the pledges he took for personal ad- 
vantage. 

I would also suggest a Roll of Honor 
to be displayed alongside of every ser- 
vice flag—of those soldiers who sign 
the pledge against drink and cigarettes. 
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Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


. Try This Substitute.——When Mr. Ben 
Spence, Secretary of the Ontario Do- 
minion Alliance, was in England last au- 
tumn, he was asked what substitute 
Canada had provided for the “public 
house”. when prohibition was adopted. 
His reply was: “Substitutes were pro- 
vided in the shape of their own homes. 
There was no need for anything else. 
With prohibition the attraction to the 
There was a 
growing feeling among the working- 
men that prohibition was the best thing. 


California . Vineyards “Prepare for 
the Worst.”’—Officials of the California 
Wine Association have recommended 
manufacturers to sell their stock and 

repare for the end of the industry. At 

st half of the wine interests of Cali- 
fornia are represented in the companies 
thus advised. Some vineyards are 
already being uprooted. After summar- 
izing the agitation for prohibition, the 
officials say: . 

“Under these circumstances the direc- 
tors have reached the decision that the 
further pursuit of a business with a fu- 
ture so uncertain is not wise; and’ that 
any plans for its continued develop- 
ment are not warranted. The directors 
recognize that the opposition to alcohol 
is no temporary matter.” 


Nebraska’s One Year of Prohibition. 
—An extensive inquiry has been made 
in Nebraska of the results of its first 
year of prohibition, and the findings are 
published in the Nebraska State Journal, 
May 1. It is the same old and familiar 
story that has come from all the other 
states after their prohibition laws have 
have had a chance to show their effects: 
police court arrests fallen off one-half; 
Omaha workhouse abandoned because 
not needed; vagrancy reduced to a min- 
imum ; charges of wife-beating and non- 
support heavily reduced; decrease in 
appeals for relief from poor debtors. 
Lincoln finds the arrests for drunken- 
ness for a whole year only about what 
they were for a single month before pro- 
hibition; the figures from other cities 
and towns are so uniform with these 
that repetition would be tiresome. 


Uncle Sam Losing Money and Man- 
Power.—An incident of direct loss of 
money and labor in the prosecution of 
the war is told by a California news- 
paper (The Stockton Record). A ranch- 
owner near Stockton, California, ar- 
rived at his place to find his cook and 
kitchen-man drunk. The cook ex- 
plained» that he had received $200 -pen- 
sion money from the government, spent 
‘fifty of it for a Liberty Bond and the 
rest went to the’saloons of Stockton. 
The needed farm work of that ranch 
lost the labor of those two men while 
they were incapacitated by drink; the 
United States Government lost the pos- 
sible sale of two or three more Liberty 
Bonds; the people who pay the taxes lost 
their investment in the welfare of a sol- 
dier entitled to a pension; and the men 
lost their jobs. The only gainers by the 
transaction were the quer sellers.— 
Union Signal. 


General Wood Welcomes Prohibition. 
—Major-General Leonard Wood has no 
hesitancy in setting forth the benefit 
prohibition has been to the work of the 
training camps. Writing from Camp 
Funston, Kansas, he says: “I know of 
nothing which has been more helpful in 
the training of men, in the maintenance 
of conditions of health and good order, 
and above all of good general morality, 
than the doing away with alcohol. - In 
the Southern States, and those in this 
vicinity where prohibition is rigidly en- 
forced, the difficulties incident to train- 
ing have been enormously reduced. Not 
only are we free from the direct re- 
sults of alcohol, but, what is equally 
important, we are largely free from the 
indirect results—the effects of moral 





looseness and debauchery which follow 
so frequently the use of alcoholic stim- 
ulants. Prohibition in this section is a 
blessing, and one of the strongest and 
most helpful influences we have in get- 
ting our men ready for service.” 


erate cup, which he can take or let 
alone, for the sake of the immoderate 
drinker, “whose watchword in life is 
‘Let’s have another,’ and to take his 
stand for the ratification of the national 
prohibition amendment. The close of 
the Sun’s appeal shows, by its source as 
well as by its substance, how far the 
country is on the road to prohibition: 

“Prohibition is in the air. The great 
war has convinced nation after nation 
that efficiency in war and the drinking 
of alcohol are incommensurate terms. 
Drinking wastes too much in food, and 
wealth, and efficiency, and power - to 
stand before the demands of war. The 
dominant need to win the war has 
brought about in the United States the 
prohibition of the manufacture of dis- 
tilled liquors, the reduction of the per- 
mitted percentage of alcohol in fer- 
mented lquors, and the submission to 
the States of a national prohibition 
amendment to the ‘constitution of the 
United States. It is peculiarly your 
problem and that of your fellow-moder- 
ate drinkers. To the immoderate drink- 
ers it is useless to appeal; they are not 
the masters of their own acts. To the 
teetotalers there is no need to appeal; 
it is no sacrifice to them to banish alco- 
hol from the land. The appeal comes 
to you. What will you do with it?” 
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The Alarm Clock of the Bees 
By Pearl Howard Campbell 


LICKETY click, down the street 

came bay Dandy’s clattering hoofs 
until he stopped in front of Betty’s 
house. Then Grandpa Barber leaned 
out of the carriage to say: 

“Hullo, strawberries are ripe and I 
am looking for a little girl who wants 
to go home with me for a couple of 
weeks,” 

“You have found her then,” chirped 
Betty. “I could eat a bushel of berries 
and I’d love to go, if Mother says I 

. 


ay.” 

“All right; find.,out and be ready 
when I come back in half an hour.” 

Mother said “Yes,” and began at 
once to pack a little suitcase with 
Betty’s everyday clothes. Down at the 
bottom she put her pretty pink linen for 
Sundays and in case Grandma took her 
visiting. Long before Grandfather was 
ready Betty sat on the steps waiting for 
him, feeling like a real traveler, with 
her coat folded primly across her knees 
and her suitcase at her feet. 

Peter Piper, dozing in the sun, awoke 
and gave a loud “meow,” as if he 
thought: 

“Betty going away? Well, I’d like to 
know who will see that I get my saucer 
of milk three times a day.” 

Even the sweet peas climbing along 
the fence waved their slender fingers in 
farewell, as though, they were saying: 
“Good-bye, Betty. When you come 
back our buds will be blossoms.” 

Then Dandy turned the corner again. 

Betty ran up the steps for mother’s 
last kiss. 

“Be a good girl, little daughter,” she 
said. “Don’t make Grandma any extra 
work, but help her all you can.” 

“I will,” answered Betty, skipping 
down the steps. 

Bay Dandy turned an inquiring nose 
in her direction and nickered a greeting. 

“He remembers the lumps of sugar 
you gave him last summer,” said 
| Grandpa, helping her into the buggy. 

“He knows he'll get some more,” she 
laughed. “I like horses better than au- 
tos. - I wish. Father weuld get one.” 

“Autos have their use,” laughed 
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Grandpa, “even if. you can’t pat their 
noses or feed them sugar-plums.” 

Grandma was waiting for them on 
the morning-glory veranda. rine 
they had dinner. And owanusty enoug 
the dishes were the ones Betty liked 
best,.-fried chicken, green peas with 
wee new potatoes and strawberry short- 
cake. Mindful of her promise to 
Mother, Betty wiped the dishes, fed 
the chickens and hulled the berries for 
supper before she went out to explore 
the farm. 

The days were full of happiness for 
the little girl. There was just one 
thing to mar her delight. Every morn- 
ing at half-past four the alarm clock 
went off. And Grandma and Grandpa 
and the hired man dressed and went to 
their different tasks. 

Betty, stirring sleepily in her little 
white bed, got up too, and dressed for 
breakfast. She had promised Mother 
she would not make Grandma any extra 
work. But oh, she was so. dreadfully 
sleepy she could hardly keep her eyes 
open. 

Even if;/she did go to bed almost as 
soon as the chickens crept under their 
mother’s wings and began their sleepy 
songs, she could not seem to get used 
to it. 

At last Grandma guessed what was 
the matter. 

“It’s that alarm clock,” she said to 
Grandpa. “The poor little dear thinks 
she has to get up when the rest do. I 
am going to put it where she won't 
hear it.” 

So the next morning Betty slept 
through the birds’ concert and on 
through the cool, sweet hours of the 
morning uritil the dewdrops dried on the 
roses’ cheeks and the tall grandfather 
clock downstairs struck eight. 

“Oh!” said Betty, hurrying into her 
clothes, “what will Grandma say?” 

Yet when she slipped into the kitchen 
she found her toast and poached egg 
warming cosily in the oven. Grandma 
stopped in the midst of ‘her cookie bak- 
ing to say: 

“Did you have a good sleep, Betti- 
kins? Why didn’t you tell us how hard 
it was for you to get up? We thought 
at first you liked it because :you used to 
watch the man at the milking. We did 
not realize our little girl wasn’t getting 
all the sleep she needed.” 

“I promised Mother I wouldn’t be any 
trouble,” Betty answered, as she nib- 
bled her toast. 

“Bless your heart!” said Grandma, 
“why, you save me steps all day long. 
You sleep just as long as you like; 
*Twon’t make any difference when you 
eat your breakfast.” 

That night when Betty. perched on 
arm of Grandfather’s chair, she 
said: 

“I wonder who wakes the birds?” 

“Old Mr. Sun, I- guess,” laughed 
Grandpa. “But the bees have a bugler 
—- duty it is to wake the whole 

ive, 

“Really?” said Betty. “Tell me about 
him” 

“Well,” said Grandpa, “I don’t know 
the bee family well enough to tell just 
which chap-it is, but I do know that 
every morning: about four one of them 
sounds a peculiar note, and then the 





whole swarm gets up. After that I 
suppose they eat their breakfast, and 
7 off to work. 

“There’s a story in ‘Our Agreeable 
Friends’ about a naturalist who discov- 
ered the bee that was the alarm clock 
and kept him a prisoner. As he ex- 
pected, the hive overslept the next 
morning, but: about ten minutes later 
another bee woke up and sounded the 


“I don’t know how they manage it, 
whether they take turns, or whether 
the queen makes out a list for the 
month,” chuckled Grandpa. 

“Maybe she counts them out,” giggled 
Betty, showing all her dimples. “Oh, 
do you augpere she has a watch under 
her pillow?” 

“Maybe one on her wrist,” 
Grandma. 

Betty went back to town a few days 
later, but she did not forget about the 
alarm clock of the bees. And when she 
goes back to the farm this summer, she 
means to get up very early and listen 
down at the hives for the note that 
begins the day for all the tireless little 
workers. 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





Bee home life which gathers around 
the Bible and the family altar is 
sacred to everybody. We may not have 
in our times the huge family Bible which 
was once the fashion in pre-registration 
days, but it is a fine thing when the 
family has its center and inspiration in 
the Bible manifestly exalted in the 
midst. In these trying and darkening 
days when every home knows some- 
thing of painful separation, what com- 
fort it is for the mother to know that, 
although her boy is far away, he never- 
theless draws near to God in His Word, 
for had she not found a place in his 
“kit” for the good old Book she taught 
him to love when by her side? Space 
vanishes as the sundered ones meet 
around the throne of God. 


July 29 to August 4 
Mon.—Luke 2: 42-52. Growing Stronger. 

During the years of obscurity our 
Lord walked in the ordinary ways of 
men, not apart on dizzy heights or at- 
tempting heroic deeds. His wisdom 
astonished all who heard him, for his 
pure spirit got at the heart of things, 
while others were vaguely wandering 
around the circumference. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Bible 
Conference work beginning at Moun- 
tain Lake Park, Md., that the speakers 
may be filled with the Spirit, and that 
they who listen shall receive the truth 
into their lives. Pray for the onward- 
ness of the soul, and for freedom from 
all elements calculated to hinder growth 
in grace. 

Tues.—2 Pet. 1: 1-8 How to be Fruitful. 


There are two ways by which we can 
(Continued on the next page) 














Help 
for Tired: Feet 


A busy day and on your feet most of the 
time—a long, tiresome trip or a hike in 

















the country—new shoes to break in—all 
these mean tired feet. Soothe and rest 
them by applying a few drops of 


AbsorbinedJ 





Or, if.you are very tired and your feet 
burn, aché or swell; soak them in a solution 
of Absorbine, Jr., and water. Relief will 
be prompt and lasting. 

You will like the ‘‘feel’’ of this.clean fra- 
grant and antiseptic liniment.. It pene- 

’ trates quickly, leaves no greasy 
residue and is intensely re- 
freshing. Only a few drops 
néeded to do the work, ‘as 
Absorbine, Jr ,» is highly con- 
centrated. 


K a bottle handy at home, a 
the office, or in your grip when 


t 

: traveling. 
$1.25 at bottle at 

z 

it 






druggists or sauigeld: 
Send 10 for Liberal ‘I'rial Bottle 
or procure a regulsr size bottle 
from your druggist today. 


W. F. YOUNG, P.D.F. 
! 291 Temple St.  Springhield, Mass. 
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~ GRADED BIBLE STORY BOOKS 


Peeve colored pictures, Somethin aiyely new 
of the little folks. Over 125,000 cold. Make ideal 
gift and reward books. Kight titles. Write for de- 
scriptive circular or send rsc for sample book. 


Standard Publishing Co., Dept. 34, Cincinnati,O. 


CORDON 


A yooational Batgnee College and 
Graduate School for the betas 
(ment of Christian leadership in 
= ministry, missidn field, and 

pecialized service. Interdenomi- 
matlenak: Sineerely Evangelical. 
Fireproof buildings, with dormito- 
ries, High er 4a demand for grad- 
uates, ata’ ddress 


7 R. WOOD, Gordon Bible College, BOSTON, MASS. 


SAND TABLE WORK 


A new and fascinating method of teaching in the 
Sunday School. Write to-day for illustrated and 
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You would like to give your scholars 
something to do in connection with the 
lesson? Do you want to enough to buy 
-a book that would open up. a world of 
interest to you and to them?  Little- 





field's “Hand Work in the Sunday- 
School” shows what to do and how to 
do it. It is published by The Sunday 


School Times Company at $1.00. 
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add to our faith; as a builder adds 
| stone upon stone, or as a plant adds 


cell to 7 in its structure. a combi- 
nation images express active 
exertion and the passive trusting of the 
believer. Fruitfulness is not a mie- 
chanical addition, but.a vital increase. 

- Prayer. Succestions: Pray for the 
Christian Workers’ Convention at Siloam 
Springs, Ark.; fer the Y. M. C. A. Sum- 
mer. Schools at Silver Bay, New York; 
Estes Park, Colo.; and Lake Couchich- 
ing, Ont., Can. Pra for a personal ex- 
perience ‘of fruitfulness; to learn so to 
abide -in Christ that your fruit may 
abound yet more and more. 

Wed.—Eph. 6: 10-20. P 
The Whole Armor of God. 

The picture is that of a heavily armed 
Roman soldier. Carnal weapons are of 
no value in our spiritual warfare, the 
consequences <f which are of eternal 
importance. The equipment makes no 
provision for the back, for the believer 
must face the foe in the energy of 
Divine power. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
regularity of family worship may not 
develop an irreverent familiarity with 
the hallowed service; for a genuine 
sense of the Lord’s presence as morn- 
ing by morning the altar is erected in 
the home; for absent ones who once 
met with us, but who are now with the 
colors. 

Thurs.—Col. 1: 3-11. 
Bearing Fruit and Increasing. 

The fruit borné must be good works. 
What a rich cluster; prayer, praise, 
confession, doing good, almsgiving, and 
all kinds of virtuous living. A fruit- 
bearing Christian is an increasing 
Christian, the more fruit he bears the 
more does he become “filled” with the 
knowledge of Ged’s will. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray to be able 
to recognise the sovereignty of God m 
missions. It is His to seiter, equip, and 
send forth. Pray to be accounted worthy 
as an ambassador rather than recruited 
om account of personal fitness; for 
Africa, threatened by an overwhelming 
onrush of Mohammedanism. 


Fri—Isa. 46: 25-31. Renewing Our Strength. 


When we remember the frailty of man 
it is little wonder that we faint. The 
seductive influences of worldly asso- 
ciations sap our life and our own evil 
heart of unbelief too often amputates 
us from our source of strength. But 
after all we are without excuse for he 
giveth power to the faint. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for God 
to pour out his grace on our country in 
this time of crisis, for blessing upon 
President Wilson and his cabinet; that 
God would give them wisdom in hours 
of acute anxiety; that skiil and power 
may be granted. to those who lead our 
forces on sea cud land. 


Sat.—Eph. 3: 14-21. 
“Strengthened in the Inner Man, 
These words are taken from what 
Bishop Moule cziis, “The Holy Spirit's 
words of the first order.” It is: almost 
impossible to conceive anything beyond 
this. By faith, into our weakness his 
strength will come empowering us to 
receive the blessed Indweller. Behold 
the love—let us not dread his power. 


Sun.—Phil. 4: 10-16. Power Through Christ. 


Paul is content to be weak with Christ, 
that with Christ he may receive the 
power of God. We have power only in 
Christ. He does not bestow his bless- 
Our nerveless 
and helpless nature is made strong be- 
cause he is our strength and our’ salva- 
tion. : 

Prayer Succestions: The Lord’s Day 
brings its wonderful opportunities. for 
service. In the summertime no less than 
in the winter, we can watch for souls: 
Let us pray to be wise to this end, 
Pray for the preservation of the sanc- 
tity of the Lord’s Day; for our soldiers 
on battlefields, cut off from és holy 
associations. 
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Make Summer Days 
More Enjoyable 





Keds 


Good-looking, restful, comfortable 


shoes for hot weather! Keds—the 
practical summer footwear! 


The soles and heels are of live, 
springy rubber; the light, airy, canvas 
tops yield easily to every step meat 
foot-ease and comfort.) ’ 


Men and women, boys 
and girls, all find Keds to“ 
suit them. There are 
models for every Summer 
occasion—1indoors or outdoors, town 
or country; styles to please every 
fancy; prices to fit every purse. 





Serviceable from first to last, ‘Keds 
not only look well but wear well. 
And their cost. is so moderate you 
can afford several pairs. 

Put your family in Keds and you will add 
to their comfort and enjoyment, besides sav- 


ing shoe expense. Ask your dealer -for Keds. 
Look for the name “Keds” stamped on the sole. 


National Campfire Champion 

Keds Keds Keds — 

$1.50 up $1.25 up $1.00 up: 
ae for boys and girls cost less 


United States Rubber Company 





New York 

































